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Proposed Rul es
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This section of the FEDERAL REQ STER contains notices to the public of
t he proposed issuance of rules and regul ations. The purpose of these
notices is to give interested persons an opportunity to participate in
the rule nmaking prior to the adoption of the final rules.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
O fice of Energy Efficiency and Renewabl e Energy
10 CFR Part 430

[ Docket No. EE-RRM STD-0129]
RN 1904- AA9O

Energy Conservation Program for Consumer Products: Energy
Conservation Standards for Residential Water Heaters, Direct Heating
Equi prrent, and Pool Heaters

AGENCY: O fice of Energy Efficiency and Renewabl e Energy, Departnent of
Ener gy.

ACTI ON: Notice of extension of comment period for Framework wor kshop

SUMVARY: The Departnent of Energy (DOE) has commrenced a rul emaking to
anmend the existing energy conservation standards for residential water
heaters, direct heating equi pnment, and pool heaters. On Novenber 24,
2006, the DOE published in the Federal Register (FR) a notice of public
nmeeting and availability of Framework Docunent for this rul emaking
wherein it indicated that the conment period for this initial phase of
t he rul emaki ng cl oses on January 30, 2007. 71 FR 67825. On January 16,
2007, DOCE held an informal public nmeeting to present its proposed

nmet hodol ogi es for conducting the rul emaki ng, discuss issues relevant to
t he rul emaki ng proceeding, and initiate stakehol der interaction and the
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data coll ection process. Due to the extensive scope of material and

I ssues rai sed at the neeting, sone stakeholders at the public neeting
requested an extension to the comment period. This notice extends the
coment period to better provide opportunity for public review and
comment on DOE' s rul emaki ng approaches.

DATES: DCE will accept comments until February 13, 2007.

ADDRESSES: DOE wi || accept comments, data, and information regarding
the proposed rule no later than the date provided in the DATES section.
Any comments submtted nust include the docket nunber EE-2006-STD- 0129
and/ or Regul atory Information Nunmber (RIN) 1904- AA90. Comments nmay be
submitted using any of the foll ow ng nethods:

1. Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://ww.regulations.gov. Follow

the instructions for submtting coments.
2. E-mail: ResWaterDirectPool Hi rs@e. doe. gov. |nclude the docket

nunber EE-2006- STD- 0129 and/or RIN 1904- AA90 in the subject |ine of the
nessage.

3. Mail: Ms. Brenda Edwards-Jones, U.S. Departnent of Energy,
Bui | di ng Technol ogi es Program Mail stop EE-2J, 1000 | ndependence
Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20585-0121. Pl ease submt one signed
ori gi nal paper copy.

4. Hand Delivery/Courier: M. Brenda Edwards-Jones, U. S. Depart nent
of Energy, Building Technol ogi es Program Room 1J-018, 1000
| ndependence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20585. Tel ephone: (202) 586-
2945. Pl ease submit one signed original paper copy.

El ectronic comments nust be submitted in WrdPerfect, Mcrosoft
Wrd, Portable Docunent Format (PDF), or text (ASCII) file format.
Avoi d the use of special characters or any formof encryption

Copi es of public comments nay be exami ned in the Resource Room of
the Appliance Standards O fice of the Building Technol ogi es Program
Room 1J-018 in the Forrestal Building at the U S. Departnent of Energy,
1000 I ndependence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC, between the hours of 9
a.m and 4 p.m, Mnday through Friday, except Federal holidays. Please
call Ms. Brenda Edwards-Jones at the above tel ephone nunber for
addi tional information about visiting the Resource Room Pl ease note:
the DOE' s Freedom of Information Reading Room (formerly Room 1E-190 at
the Forrestal Building) is no |longer servicing rul emaki ngs.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: Mhamred Khan, U.S. Departnent of
Energy, Ofice of Energy Efficiency and Renewabl e Energy, Forresta
Bui | ding, Mail stop EE-2J, 1000 I ndependence Avenue, SW, Wshi ngton, DC
20585- 0121, (202) 586-7892, E-nmil: Mhamed. Khan@e. doe. gov; or
Francine Pinto, U S. Departnent of Energy, Ofice of General Counsel,
Forrestal Building, Milstop GC-72, 1000 I ndependence Avenue, SW
Washi ngt on, DC 20585, (202) 586-7432, E-mail:

Franci ne. Pi nt o@e. doe. gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVMATI ON:

| . Background
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1. Discussion
[11. Public Participation

| . Background

Part B of Title Ill of the Energy Policy and Conservation Act
(EPCA) authorizes DOE to establish energy conservation standards for
vari ous consumner products including those residential water heaters,
direct heating equi pnent, and pool heaters. (42 U S.C. 6295(e))

EPCA provides criteria for prescribing new or anended standards for
covered products. Any new or anended standard for a covered product
must be designed to achi eve the maxi mum i nprovenent in energy
efficiency that is technologically feasible and econom cally justified.
(42 U.S.C. 6295(0)(2)(A)) EPCA precludes the Departnment from adopting
any standard that would not result in significant conservation of
energy. (42 U S.C. 6295(0)(3))

Pursuant to EPCA, DCE, on Novenber 24, 2006, published in the
Federal Register (FR) a notice of public neeting and availability of a
Framewor k Document initiating its rul enmaking for residential water
heaters, direct heating equi prent, and pool heaters. 71 FR 67825. On
January 16, 2007, DOE held an informal public neeting to present its
proposed net hodol ogi es for conducting the rul emaki ng, discuss issues
rel evant to the rul emaki ng proceeding, and initiate stakehol der
interaction and the data collection process. Due to the extensive scope
of material and issues raised at the public neeting, sone stakehol ders
at the public neeting requested an extension to the comment period to
have additional tinme to devel op adequate and conplete coments. The
Departnment is however, commtted to conpleting many rul emaki ng
activities, including this one for residential water heaters, direct
heat i ng equi pment, and pool heaters, by pre-established dates and
cannot allow an extension that would potentially jeopardize its ability
to meet its schedul es.

[[ Page 4220]]
I1. Discussion

The Departnent recogni zes the stakehol ders' request for additional
time to prepare comments, and because it encourages all stakeholders to
provi de conment, the Departnent is extending the conment period to
February 13, 2007. The Department believes this additional tinme allows
for the devel opnent and conpl etion of stakehol der comments w t hout
posing a conflict to the DOE regarding its rul emaki ng schedul es.

[11. Public Participation
A. Subm ssion of Comrents

DCE wi || accept comments, data, and information regarding this
notice no later than the date provided at the beginning of this notice.
Comments, data, and information submtted to the Departnment's e-nai
address for this rul emaki ng should be provided in WrdPerfect,

M crosoft Wrd, PDF, or text (ASCI1) file format. Stakehol ders should
avoi d the use of special characters or any form of encryption, and
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wher ever possible, comments should include the electronic signature of
the author. Absent an electronic signature, comments submtted
el ectronically nust be foll owed and authenticated by submtting a
signed origi nal paper docunent to the address provided at the begi nning
of this notice. Conments, data, and information submtted to the
Departnment via mail or hand delivery/courier should include one signed
original paper copy. No telefacsimles (faxes) will be accepted.
According to 10 CFR 1004. 11, any person subm tting information that
he or she believes to be confidential and exenpt by law from public
di scl osure should submit two copies: One copy of the docunent including
all the information believed to be confidential, and one copy of the
docunment with the information believed to be confidential deleted. DOE
will make its own determ nation about the confidential status of the
information and treat it according to its determ nation
Factors of interest to DOE when eval uating requests to treat
submtted information as confidential include: (1) A description of the
items; (2) whether and why such itens are customarily treated as
confidential within the industry; (3) whether the information is
generally known or available from public sources; (4) whether the
i nformati on has previously been nade available to others w thout
obligation concerning its confidentiality; (5) an explanation of the
conpetitive injury to the submtting person which would result from
public disclosure; (6) a date after which such information m ght no
| onger be considered confidential; and (7) why disclosure of the
i nformati on would be contrary to the public interest.

B. |Issues on VWi ch DOE Seeks Comrent

DCE is interested in receiving comments and views of interested
parties concerning its proposed rul emaki ng net hodol ogi es as outlined in
t he Framewor k Document and presentation nmaterial provided at the
January 16, 2007 public neeting. These materials are avail able at the
foll owi ng Wb address:
http://ww. eere. energy. gov/ buil di ngs/ appli ance_st andards/resi dential/pool_ heaters. htm

| ssued in Washi ngton, DC, on January 25, 2007.
Al exander A. Karsner,
Assi stant Secretary, Energy Efficiency and Renewabl e Energy.
[ FR Doc. E7-1502 Filed 1-29-07; 8:45 anj

Bl LLI NG CODE 6450-01-P
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