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DEPARTMENT OF AGRI CULTURE
Agricul tural Marketing Service

[ Docket Number FV-04-301]

United States Standards for G ades of G eenhouse Tonmat oes
AGENCY: Agricul tural Marketing Service, USDA

ACTI ON: Not i ce.

SUVMARY: The Agricul tural Marketing Service (AVMS) of the Departnent of
Agriculture (USDA) is soliciting conmments on its proposal to revise the
United States Standards for G ades of G eenhouse Tomatoes. AMS i s
proposing to revise the standards to allow that percentages of defects
and size classifications be determ ned by count rather than weight.
This would result in a revision of the foll ow ng sections of the
standards: Tol erances, Size O assification, Standard Pack, Damage, and
Serious Damage sections. Additionally, AMS is proposing to delete the
““Unclassified ' section, add noldy stens as a damage defect, and add a
scoring guide for danage and serious damage for skin checks. The
proposed revisions would bring the standards for greenhouse tonatoes in
line with current marketing practices, thereby inproving their

useful ness in serving the industry.

DATES: Comments nust be received by July 31, 2006.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are invited to submt witten coments to
t he Standardi zati on Section, Fresh Products Branch, Fruit and Vegetabl e
Progranms, Agricultural Marketing Service, U S. Departnent of
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Agricul ture, 1400 | ndependence Ave., SW, Room 1661 Sout h Buil di ng,
St op 0240, Washi ngton, DC 20250-0240; Fax (202) 720-8871, E-nmai
FPB. Docket Cl er k@isda. gov. Comments shoul d make reference to the dates

and page nunber of this issue of the Federal Register and will be nade
avai l able for public inspection in the above office during regul ar
busi ness hours.

The proposed United States Standards for G ades of G eenhouse
Tomat oes are avail able either through the address cited above or by
accessing the AMS, Fresh Products Branch Wb site at:
http://ww. ans. usda. gov/fv/fpbdocketlist.htm

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Cheri L. Enery, at the above address
or call (202) 720-2185, E-mail Cheri.Enery@sda. gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON:  Section 203(c) of the Agricultural Mrketing
Act of 1946 (7 U S. C. 1621-1627), as anended, directs and authorizes
the Secretary of Agriculture "~ To devel op and i nprove standards of
quality, condition, quantity, grade and packaging and recommend and
denonstrate such standards in order to encourage uniformty and
consistency in comercial practices.'' AMSis commtted to carrying out
this authority in a manner that facilitates the marketing of
agricultural commodities and nakes copies of official standards
avai | abl e upon request. The United States Standards for G ades of
Fruits and Veget abl es not connected with Federal Marketing Orders or
U.S. Inport Requirenents no | onger appear in the Code of Federal
Regul ati ons, but are nmaintai ned by USDA/ AMS/ Fruit and Veget abl e

Pr ogr ans.

AMS is proposing to revise the voluntary United States Standards
for G ades of Greenhouse Tomatoes using procedures that appear in part
36, Title 7 of the Code of Federal Regulations (7 CFR part 36). These
standards were |l ast revised in 1966.

Backgr ound

Prior to undertaking research and other work associated with
revi sion of the grade standards, AMS published a notice in the Federal
Regi ster (68 FR 68859) on Decenber 10, 2003, soliciting comments on the
possi ble revision of the United States Standards for G ades of
G eenhouse Tomatoes. In response to this notice, a conment was received
froman international industry group asking for an extension of the
coment period. Followi ng a review of the request AMS published a
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notice in the Federal Register (69 FR 12299) on March 16, 2004,
extendi ng the comment period from February 9, 2004, to March 31, 2004.

Further, after the comment period, AMS prepared a di scussion draft
of the proposed greenhouse tomato standard, and distributed copies for
Input to all commenters, industry associations, and other interested
persons. As a result, we are adding a scoring guide for damage and
serious damage by skin checks and including noldy stens as a danmage
def ect .

I n response to our request for comments, AMS received seven
coments on the possible revisions. Two from donestic trade
organi zations, two frominternational trade organizations, two from
foreign trade organi zations, and one froma forei gn governnent agency.
The comments are avail abl e by accessing the AMS, Fresh Products Branch
Wb site at: http://ww. ans. usda. gov/fv/fpbdocketlist.htm

Four comments were in favor of the revisions to allow that
per cent ages of defects and size classifications be determ ned by count
rat her than weight, stating the proposed change would significantly
I ncrease the speed of the inspection process while not changing the
integrity of the inspection.

AMS recei ved one comment specifically requesting a subsection for
Tonmat oes on the Vine (TOV) in the G eenhouse Tomato Standard. Three
coments asked to include information to nake the standards nore usef ul
to other types of greenhouse tonatoes and TOV. Based on these comments,
we believe that it is preferable to address this issue by the
devel opnent of a new standard for TOV.

AMS received two comrents requesting a standard definition as to
what represents a greenhouse tomato, and four comrents that were
opposed to including such a definition. The comenters opposed to
defining ~greenhouse tonatoes'' stated that a strict definition would
limt sonme growers from producing or marketing their product.
Historically, the industry has been able to nmarket this product w thout
such a definition in the standards. Accordingly, AMS has decided not to
take further action concerning the definition.

AMS received four comments requesting that destination tol erances
be revi ewed. However, no specific change was requested. Accordingly,
the tolerances will remain unchanged.

AMS recei ved four comments expressing concerns with changing to a
size classification based on a dianeter cal culation due to the
variations in the shape of the varieties. They requested using a count
basis for determning size. AMS is proposing to revise the size
classification section to add that the size of tonmatoes nay be
specified by count per container, or in accordance with the defined
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di anet er specifications. Because of the change fromweight to count,
AMS is al so proposing to change the size designations fromounces to
di aneter, define the m ni mum and maxi nrum di aneter in inches of a snall
tomato to nean 2\4/32\ to 2\19/32\, a nediumtonmato to nean 2\8/ 32\ to
2\'17/ 32\, a large tomato to nean 2\16/32\ to 2\25/32\, and an extra

| arge tomato to nean 2\ 24/32\ and l|larger, and add a definition for

m ni nrum and nmaxi num di anet er.

The proposed revisions will result in a nodification of the
follow ng four sections of the standards: The tol erance section w ||
change fromweight to count. The standard pack section would be revised
to base the " “standard pack'' on marked count by defining " Fairly
uniformin size'' as: "~ not nore than 10

[[ Page 30861]]

percent, by count, of the tomatoes in any container nmay vary nore than
\1/2\ inch in dianeter.'' The damage section will be revised to include
that all references to area, aggregate area, |length, or aggregate

|l ength definitions are based on a 2\1/2\ inch in dianmeter tomato. The

damage by catfaces scoring guide will be changed to \1/2\ inch
aggregate area based on a tomato 2\1/2\ inches in dianeter. The serious
damage section will also be revised to include references to area,
aggregate area, length, or aggregate are based on a 2\1/2\ inch in

di aneter tomato. The serious damage by catfaces scoring guide will be

changed to 1 inch aggregate area based on a tomato 2\1/2\ inches in
di anet er .

Based upon input fromindustry, AMS is proposing to add a scoring
gui de for damage and serious damage by skin checks. Damage will be
defined as, ~“~when the appearance of the tomato is affected to a
greater extent than that of a tomato 2\1/2\ inches in dianeter having
skin checks which has an aggregate area equivalent to that of a circle
three-eighths inch in dianeter.'' Serious danmage will be defined as,
““when the appearance of the tomato is affected to a greater extent
than that of a tomato 2\1/2\ inches in dianeter having skin checks
whi ch has an aggregate area equivalent to that of a circle five-eighths
inch in dianeter.'' In addition, AMS is also proposing to add nol dy
stens as a danage defect in the requirenents for a U S. No. 1.

Finally, AMS is proposing to elimnate the " Unclassified
category. This section is being renoved in all standards when they are
revised. The category is not a grade and only serves to show that no
grade has been applied to the |ot.

The official grade of a | ot of greenhouse tomatoes covered by these
standards is determ ned by the procedures set forth in the Regul ations
Governi ng I nspection, Certification, and Standards of Fresh Fruits,
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Veget abl es and O her Products (Sec. 51.1 to 51.61).
This notice provides a 60-day comment period for interested parties
to comment on the proposed changes to the standard.

Aut hority: 7 U S. C. 1621-1627.

Dat ed: May 25, 2006.
Ll oyd C. Day,
Adm ni strator, Agricultural Marketing Service.
[ FR Doc. E6-8375 Filed 5-30-06; 8:45 am
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