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[ Docket No. APHI S-2005-0106]
RI'N 0579- AB80

Revi sion of Fruits and Vegetabl es |Inport Regul ations
AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health I nspection Service, USDA

ACTI ON:  Proposed rul e; reopening of comment period.

SUVMARY: We are reopening the comrent period for our proposed rule to
revise and reorgani ze the regul ations pertaining to the inportation of
fruits and vegetables to consolidate requirenents of general
applicability and elim nate redundant requirenents, update terns and
renove outdated requirenents and references, update the regul ations
that apply to inportations into territories under U S. adm nistration,
and make various editorial and nonsubstantive changes to regulations to
make them easier to use. W al so proposed to nake substantive changes
to the regulations, including: Establishing criteria within the

regul ations that, if nmet, would allow us to approve certain new fruits
and vegetables for inportation into the United States and to

acknow edge pest-free areas in foreign countries nore effectively and
expedi tiously; doing away with the practice of listing specific
comodities that may be inported subject to certain types of

phyt osani tary neasures; and providing for the issuance of special use
permts for fruits and vegetabl es. The proposed changes are intended to
sinplify and expedite our processes for approving certain new inports
and pest-free areas while continuing to allow for public participation
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In the processes. This action will allow interested persons additional
time to prepare and submt conments.

DATES: W will consider all conmments that we recei ve on Docket No.
APHI S- 2005- 0106 on or before August 25, 2006.

ADDRESSES: You may submt comments by either of the follow ng nethods:
Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to http://ww. regul ations. gov

and, in the |ower "~ Search Regul ati ons and Feder al

Actions'' box, select " "Animal and Plant Health I nspection Service''
fromthe agency drop-down nenu, then click on "~ “Submit.'' In the Docket
| D col um, select APHI S-2005-0106 to submt or view public conmments and
to view supporting and related nmaterials avail able el ectronically.
| nf ormati on on usi ng Regul ati ons. gov, including instructions for
accessi ng docunents, submtting comments, and view ng the docket after
the close of the corment period, is available through the site's ~ " User
Tips'"' |ink.

Postal WMuail/Conmmercial Delivery: Please send four copies
of your comrent (an original and three copies) to Docket No. APH S-
2005- 0106, Requl atory Anal ysis and Devel opnent, PPD, APH' S, Station 3A-
03.8, 4700 River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, NMD 20737-1238. Please state
that your comment refers to Docket No. APHI S-2005-0106.

Readi ng Room You nay read any conments that we receive on this
docket in our reading room The reading roomis |located in room 1141 of
t he USDA Sout h Building, 14th Street and | ndependence Avenue, SW,
Washi ngton, DC. Normal reading roomhours are 8 a.m to 4:30 p. m,
Monday t hrough Friday, except holidays. To be sure soneone is there to
hel p you, please call (202) 690-2817 before com ng.

O her Information: Additional information about APHIS and its
prograns is available on the Internet at http://ww. aphis. usda. gov.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Regardi ng the proposed commodity

I nport request evaluation process, contact M. Mtthew Rhoads,

Pl anni ng, Anal ysis, and Reqgul atory Coordi nation, PPQ APH S, 4700 Ri ver
Road Unit 141, Riverdale, NMD 20737; (301) 734-8790.

Regarding inport conditions for particular comodities, contact M.
Donna L. West, Senior Inport Specialist, Commodity Inport Analysis and
Qperations, PPQ PRI, APH'S, 4700 R ver Road Unit 133, Riverdale, M
20737; (301) 734-8758.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORVATION: On April 27, 2006, we published in the
Federal Register (71 FR 25010-25057, Docket No. APHI S-2005-0106) a
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proposal to revise and reorgani ze the regulations pertaining to the
i nportation of fruits and vegetables to consolidate requirenents of
general applicability and elim nate redundant requirenents, update
terns and renove outdated requirenents and references, update the
regul ations that apply to inportations into territories under U S.
adm ni stration, and nmake various editorial and nonsubstantive changes
to regulations to make them easier to use. W al so proposed to nmake
substantive changes to the regul ations, including: (1) Establishing
criteria within the regulations that, if net, would allow us to approve
certain new fruits and vegetables for inportation into the United
States and to acknow edge pest-free areas in foreign countries nore
effectively and expeditiously; (2) doing away with the practice of
listing specific commopdities that may be inported subject to certain
types of phytosanitary neasures; and (3) providing for the issuance of
special use permts for fruits and vegetabl es. The proposed changes are
i ntended to sinplify and expedite our processes for approving certain
new i nports and pest-free areas while continuing to allow for public
participation in the processes.

Comments on the proposed rule were required to be received on or
before July 26, 2006. W are reopening the comment period for Docket
No. APHI S-2005-0106 until August 25, 2006, an additional 30 days from
the original close of the comment period. This action wll all ow
I nterested persons additional tinme to prepare and submt comments. W
w Il also consider all comments received between July 27, 2006 (the day
after the close of the original comment period) and the date of this
noti ce.

Done in Washington, DC, this 26th day of July 2006.
W Ron DeHaven,
Adm ni strator, Animal and Plant Health I nspection Service.
[ FR Doc. E6-12336 Filed 7-31-06; 8:45 anj

Bl LLI NG CCDE 3410- 34-P
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