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CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COWM SSI ON

16 CFR Part 1214

Cgarette Lighters; Extension of Tinme To |ssue Proposed Rule
ACGENCY: Consuner Product Safety Conm ssion.

ACTI ON. Extension of tinme to i ssue proposed rule.

SUMVARY: On April 11, 2005, the Consuner Product Safety Conm ssion
(CPSC or Conmi ssion) issued an advance notice of proposed rul enaki ng
(ANPR) under the Consuner Product Safety Act (CPSA) that began a

rul emaki ng proceedi ng addressi ng a possi bl e unreasonable risk of injury
and death associated with the nechanical nalfunction of cigarette
lighters. The CPSA provides that a proposed standard under that act

must be issued within 12 nonths of publication of the ANPR, unless the
12-nonth period is extended by the Comm ssion for good cause. In this
noti ce, the Conmm ssion extends the period for issuing any proposed CPSA
rule until Decenber 31, 2007.

ADDRESSES: Mai | requests for docunments concerning this rul emaking
should be e-nmailed to the Ofice of the Secretary at cpsc-os@psc. gov.
Requests may al so be sent by facsimle to (301) 504-0127, by tel ephone
at (301) 504-7923, or by mail to the Ofice of the Secretary, Consuner
Product Safety Conmm ssion, 4330 East-Wst H ghway, Bethesda, Maryl and
20814.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Rohit Khanna, Directorate for

Engi neering Sci ences, Consuner Product Safety Comm ssion, 4330 East-
West Hi ghway, Bet hesda, NMD 20814; tel ephone 301-504-7546 or e-mail:
r khanna@psc. gov.
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SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMVATI ON: Under section 9(c) of the CPSA 15 U S. C
2058(c), the Comm ssion nust issue a proposed consuner product safety
rule wwthin 12 nonths of the publication of an ANPR, unless the

Comm ssi on extends that period for good cause. Since the ANPR for
cigarette lighters was published in the Federal Register on April 11,
2005, 70 FR 18339, the 12-nonth period for proposal of any CPSA rule in
t hat proceeding expires on April 10, 2006.

After publication of the ANPR the public was given until June 10,
2005, to file witten comments wwth the CPSC. In addition to eval uating
the comments, before determ ning whether to proceed with a rule for
cigarette lighters, the Comm ssion needs additional information about
the nunber of lighters currently conformng to the lighter voluntary
standard (ASTM F-400, Standard Consuner Safety Specification for
Lighters). Since the publication of the ANPR, the staff has coll ected
| ighters fromacross the country in order to obtain a representative
sanpl e for conformance testing. In Septenber 2005, the Conm ssion
I ssued a contract for the testing of a representative sanple of
lighters sold in the United States to the requirenents of the voluntary
standard. The period of performance for the contract is about eight
months. The lighter testing is currently underway and when conpl et ed
wi |l be used by staff to determ ne the conformance of |ighters
currently sold in the U S. market. Follow ng conpletion of this work,
the staff plans to send a briefing package to the Comm ssion in August
2006. The Comm ssion will then evaluate the need for continuing the
rul emaki ng proceeding. If the Conm ssion does decide to go forward with
the rul emaki ng, a notice of proposed rul emaking (NPR) could be issued
in late 2007. If an NPR is published, a final rule could be issued
during Fiscal Year 2008. Accordingly, the Conm ssion extends the date
for publishing a notice of proposed rulemaking for cigarette |ighters
to Decenber 31, 2007.

Dated: April 5, 2006.
Todd A. Stevenson,
Secretary, Consuner Product Safety Conm ssion.
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