Food and agriculture

European Union — Non-renewal of the approval of the active substance mancozeb

The European Union's non-renewal of the approval of the fungicide mancozeb was raised as an
issue by Colombia, Brazil, Costa Rica, the United States, Ecuador, Paraguay, Guatemals,
Indonesia and Nicaragua. This fungicide is used in the cultivation of more than 70 fruit and
vegetable crops, such as bananas and soy as well as seeds and nuts.

With the EU already banning chlorothalonil, several members said this leaves banana-producing
countries devoid of phytosanitary tools for disease control, generating significant economic
losses. These members urged the EU to adopt an internationally accepted risk assessment
approach based on appropriate data and scientific studies, and to postpone this measure given
the current challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The EU said the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) concluded that mancozeb did not meet
the approval criteria as outlined in Article 4 of Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 due to reproductive
toxicity and endocrine disruption. The EU said there will most likely be separate future action
on maximum residue levels (MRLs) for mancozeb.



