Alcohol
Australia — Maturation requirements for imported alcohol

Brazil questioned Australia's requirement for some alcoholic beverages to be matured in wood
for a minimum of two years, and the impact on trade in cachaca. Maturation did not relate to
any quality standard or sanitary requirement for cachaca. Brazil asked about implications on
labelling for cachaca, and the timeframes for the publication of the final regulation.

Australia was reviewing how to enable imports of unmatured spirits, such as cachaca, without
breaching the maturation requirement for whisky, brandy or rum. Australia committed to
advance these amendments as quickly as possible and that a draft for public comment will be
published when available.



