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PART 1:
DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED BY THE
COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
l. GOOD REGULATORY PRACTICE
1. Good Regulatory Practice can contribute to the awpd and effective implementation of the

substantive obligations under the TBT Agreemeritediive implementation through best practices is
seen as an important means of avoiding unneceebatgcles to trade. Institutionalizing the various
mechanisms, processes and procedures of Good ReguRractice through laws, regulations and
guidance, as well as through the creation and dasan of institutions within Member governments
to oversee regulatory processes, is seen as a rogamgng effect to Good Regulatory Practice.
Effective internal policy coordination, includingnang regulators, standardizing bodies and trade
officials implementing the TBT Agreement, is stiexhsAdditionally, regulatory cooperation between
Members is an effective means of disseminating Goegllatory Practicé.

A. GENERAL

Recommendation

(@ In 1997, in order to assist the implementation e televant provisions of the
Agreement, the Committee agreed to the following

® when considering the preparation of a technicallegpn, it is important for
Members first to identify the related problem, urdihg its magnitude and the
legitimate objective; and then consider all opti@vsilable consistent with
the Agreement, bearing in mind that in accordanitle Articles 2.2 and 2.3 a
technical regulation shall not be more trade retsig than necessary to fulfil
a legitimate objective, and shall not be maintaiifethe circumstances or
objectives giving rise to its adoption no long éxa if the changed
circumstances or objectives can be addressed iass trade-restrictive
manner. If a technical regulation is requireghiall comply with the relevant
provisions of the Agreement, including Articles32and 12.7,

(i) to avoid duplication of work and to ensure effegtimplementation of the
Agreement, coordination between governmental réguleauthorities, trade
officials and national standardizing bodies is aak

B. INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Recommendations

() Since the entry into force of the Agreement, then@uttee has engaged in an in-
depth exchange of experiences on various asped&oofl Regulatory Practice in
order to foster a common understanding of the ssumlved? In 1997 and in 2000,

2 G/TBT/26, 13 November 2009, paras. 8-9, and 14.

3 GITBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 24 (a)-(c). W& subsequent Triennial Review (the Second), the
Committee agreed to continue this exchange of iméion (G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 37).

* GITBT/5, 19 November 1997, paras. 23-24; G/TBTIS, November 2000, para. 37; G/TBT/13,
11 November 2003, para. 14; G/TBT/19, 14 Novemid®62 para. 19; G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, paras. 1
and 16.
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(b)

(c)

in order to assist the implementation of the reféyaovisions of the Agreement, the
Committee agreed

(i)

(ii)

to invite Members, on a voluntary basis, to subdeéscriptions of their
approach to technical regulations; and

to examine the various approaches to the preparatmoption and
application of technical regulations and their @nsences for market access,
with a view to assisting regulatory authoritiesotigh promoting awareness
of their rights and obligations under the Agreement

In 2003, noting that the issue of good regulatoycpice is important, evolving, and
worthy of further discussion in the TBT Committde, further its work on good
regulatory practice, the Committee agfeed

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

to invite Members to exchange experiences relatethé identification of
elements of good regulatory practice at the domésiel,

to continue its exchanges on Members' experiencgdacus its discussion
on, inter alia, choice of policy instruments, mandatory versusumary
measures, and the use of regulatory impact aseessrto facilitate good
regulatory practice; and

to initiate a process of sharing experiences otivatgncy in the Committee
particularly with regard to how the concept is ierpented in practice.

In 2006, with a view to deepening understandinghefcontribution good regulatory
practice can make to the implementation of the TA&jreement, the Committee
agreed to share experienced;on

(i)

(ii)

(iif)
(iv)

(v)

(vi)

factors used by regulators to determine whethaetisea need to regulate in
a given situation or whether other instruments ksetter suited to fulfil the
legitimate objective sought;

the use of tools, such as regulatory impact assgsio assist regulatory
decision-making (including with respect to (i) abiv

the use of performance-based regulations by Members

how good regulatory practices have been integiatedviembers' regulatory
structures, including the use of mechanisms torenspenness, transparency
and accountability of the regulatory processes;

the establishment of domestic administrative meshan to facilitate
cooperation and coordination between competent oatids and co-
ordination with other stakeholders;

how regulatory cooperation between Members hasriboteéd to the
avoidance of unnecessary regulatory differencas; an

®> G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 24(c); G/TBT/3 November 2000, para. 37.
® G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 14.
" GITBT/19, 14 November 2006, para. 19.
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(vii)  steps taken and criteria used to arrive at an atpriey decision between
Members (Article 2.7), or harmonization on the basif international
standards (Article 2.6).

(d) In 2009, with the purpose of enabling Members teue® improved compliance with
the obligations set out in the TBT Agreement in tmeparation of technical
regulations and conformity assessment procedures;ommittee agre&d

® to compile a list of guidelines for Good Regulatd?yactice taking into
account Members' experiences and existing relewaotk of other
organizations;

(i) to prepare an illustrative list of mechanisms uiedhe implementation of
Good Regulatory Practice based on contributions fidembers including,
for instance, mechanisms used for: public consaliause of RIA tools; use
of performance-based regulations; use of relevatdrnational standards,
guides or recommendations as a basis for techniegllations and
conformity assessment procedures; and methodsferereing standards in
regulations; and

(iii) to continue to share views and experiences on tspec regulatory
coordination and administrative mechanisms to itatd internal
coordination between competent authorities, incigdietween trade policy
and regulatory authorities, and interested parties.

(e) In 2009, in order to further enhance informationregulatory cooperation between
Members, the Committee agréed

0] to exchange informationon the different approaches to regulatory
cooperation between Members that aim iater alia, enhancing mutual
understanding of regulatory systems and identifywigere possible, avenues
for greater regulatory convergence; and

(i) to hold a workshop on regulatory cooperation.
Event
(a) On 18-19 March 2008, with a view to advancing iterkvon good regulatory

practice, the Committee held a Workshop on GooduRegry Practice, which
addressed, among other topics, regulatory impaesasment

8 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 11.

° G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 16.

19 A Summary Report of the Workshop is contained iTBT/W/287, 6 June 2008. The Chairman's
Report of the Workshop to the TBT Committee is eored in G/TBT/M/44, 10 June 2008, Annex 1. The
Workshop was held in response to the recommendatintained in G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, para. 20.
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I CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

2. Five articles of the TBT Agreement address conftyrassessment procedures, and establish
obligations of a substantive and procedural natuketicles 5 and 6 contain disciplines applying to
central government bodies. Articles 7, 8 and ateeto conformity assessment procedures of local
government bodies, non-governmental bodies andnaienal and regional systems. The definition
of a conformity assessment procedure is contaimésnex 1, Paragraph 3 of the Agreement.

A. GENERAL
Recommendations

(a) In 1997, in order to further the objectives of Aleis 5 and 6, including in particular
the need to avoid the creation of unnecessary dbstto international trade due to
conformity assessment procedures, and with a teemaking recommendations to
remove any unnecessary duplication of conformiseasment, the Committee agreed
to the following™:

® the Committee will pursue further discussions o@/IEC Guides. Members
are invited, on a voluntary basis, to continue mlog information on their
experience in using relevant international guided eecommendations on
conformity assessment, and the extent to which ethgsides and
recommendations have served as a basis for thgméicom of conformity
assessment procedures adopted by bodies in theiories and in regional
and international conformity assessment systems,a®ra harmonized
approach to conformity assessment. In the lighttto§ exercise, the
Committee will consider ways and means for bettapléementation of
Articles 5 and 6;

(i) for transparency purposes and to support the wbttkeoCommittee, a list of
relevant international guides and recommendatiaiated to conformity
assessment procedures will be consolidated, ctemliland updated regularly
by the Secretariat for the information of Members;

(iii) the Committee will review the role of regional anternational systems for
conformity assessment as covered by Article 9 awd these systems could
contribute to solving the problems of multiple itegt and
certification/registration for traders and indussii including in particular
small and medium size enterprises. This exerciBelso address the extent
to which international guides and recommendatiomstribute to the
establishment of these systems, and the possithaital assistance needed
for developing countries to develop operational foonity assessment
procedures within the context of Articles 11.6,71and 12.5; and

(iv) the Committee will review the operation of Articles10.7 and other relevant
provisions which contain disciplines with respextdécognition of the results
of conformity assessment procedures. In this cegdlembers are invited,
on a voluntary basis, to exchange information. feheew will also address
the possible difficulties and problems associatétt MRAs. In the light of
this exercise, the Committee may consider the usedg of drafting
guidelinesjnter alia for MRAs.

1 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 29 (a)-(e).
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(b) In 2000, the Committee developed an indicativediscribing different approaches
to facilitate acceptance of results of conformiggessmentThis list is contained in
Annex A (on page 44 of this document). The Conerithoted the following in
respect of this list;

0] the list was not intended to prescribe particulppraaches that Members
might choose to adopt as it was recognized thabgmication of different
approaches would depend on the situation of Membaib the specific
sectors involved; and

(i) governments and non-governmental bodies might ehtospply different
approaches across different sectors, or apply thare one procedure within
individual sectors, taking into account variatidnsprocedures in different
Members and perceived levels of risk in the acee@af results in different
sectors.

B. INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Recommendations

(a) The Committee has regularly engaged in informatexchange on the use of
conformity assessment procedures with a view to rawipg Members'
implementation and understanding of Articles §-9.

(b) In 1997, in order to further the objectives of Aleis 5 and 6, including in particular
the need to avoid the creation of unnecessary dbstto international trade due to
conformity assessment procedures, and with a viemadking recommendations to
remove any unnecessary duplication of conformiseasment, the Committee agreed
to invite Members, on a voluntary basis:

® to exchange information on their experience in thaious types of
conformity assessment procedures and their conditod application. In the
light of this exercise, the Committee will consiaeaking recommendations
aimed at ensuring that procedures for the assessfieanformity avoid the
creation of unnecessary obstacles to internativadé” and

(i) to exchange information on the operation of Argcle 10.7 (Il.A.(a)(iv),
above) and other relevant provisions which condéniplines with respect to
recognition of the results of conformity assessnpeatedures®

12G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 27 and Annex 5.

13G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 29(c); G/TBT/® Movember 2000, paras. 28 and 33;
G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 40; G/TBT/19,Nidvember 2006, para. 46; G/TBT/26, 13 November
2009, para. 19. In 1996, the Committee establishdechnical Working Group to examine certain ISQ/IE
Guides on conformity assessment procedures (G/THS,/BI December 1996, para. 14). The Working Group
met three times and the Reports are containedTBGM/7-8 and 10 (1997).

14 GITBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 29(c).

5 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 29(e).
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(c)

(d)

(e)

In 2000, the Committee agreed to invite Membersa onluntary basis:

0] to supply further information on the different maoisms used in their
jurisdiction for acceptance of results of confogmassessmetft

(i) to further exchange information on their experieircé¢he use of supplier's
declaration of conformity (SDoC}.

In 2003, with a view to improving Members' implerteion of Articles 5-9 of the
Agreement and promoting a better understanding@hbkrs' conformity assessment
systems, the Committee agreed to a work progrdfime

)] to exchange information and experiences on existorgormity assessment
procedures and practices, the use of relevantniaienal standards, guides
and recommendations, and the participation of Memlrenational, regional
and international accreditation schemes;

(i) to exchange information and experiences and holdogkshop on SDoC
covering issues such as: the regulatory authsyiiectors and suppliers
which use SDoC; the surveillance mechanism, lighiaw and penalties
used to ensure that products comply with requirésperthe incentives for
suppliers to comply with requirements; and thedkgion that underpins the
relationship between buyers and sellers;

(iii) to invite representatives from relevant internaticemd regional accreditation
fora to provide information on their operation atiie participation of
Members, in particular, developing country Membaers,their systems.
Moreover, users, such as certification bodies, lshalso be invited to share
their experiences in this respect;

(iv) to hold a workshop on the different approachesanfarmity assessment,
including on the acceptance of conformity assessmsnults; and

(v) to take stock of the progress made on this Worlgfarame and reflect it in
its Annual Report to the Council for Trade in Gaods

In 2006, with a view to furthering the understamdiof the implementation of

Articles 5-9 of the Agreement, the Committee agreedontinue sharing experiences

on':

@ approaches to conformity assessment, and in plation:

- various considerations that are relevant when degidn the need for a
conformity assessment procedure and on the typeookdure, including the
level of risk associated with products;

- the use of different types of conformity assessmpentedures;

6 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 28.

" G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 33.

18 G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, paras. 40 and 41.
9 GITBT/19, 14 November 2006, para. 46.
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the design and implementation of SDoC and situatfon which SDoC may
be a suitable conformity assessment procedure; and

the use of accreditation to qualify the technicainpetence of conformity
assessment bodies.

the use of international standards, guides or reo@mdations in Members'
domestic conformity assessment procedures;

recognition of conformity assessment results, anghirticular on:

unilateral recognition of results of foreign confoty assessment, including
on existing government designation schemes inioaléd Article 6.1.2;

the participation of foreign conformity assessmdmidies in domestic
conformity assessment procedures pursuant to Aiiel;

the operation of existing MRAs, including cases mhignplementation has
not been deemed satisfactory; and their cost#ffawess; and

voluntary mutual recognition arrangements and eretktent to which results
of conformity assessment are accepted by regulators

() In 2009, with a view to facilitating trade, the Canittee agreed:

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

Events

to continue to exchange information on differenpraaches to facilitating
acceptance of conformity assessment results;

to exchange information on the criteria, methodsioélysis and concepts
used by Members to inform their evaluation of tleage of choices in
conformity assessment procedures, including in domtext of a risk

management framework;

based on these exchanges, and those referredpgagen6 of this document
(1.B.(e), above), to initiate workin developing practical guidelines on how to
choose and design efficient and effective mechanigimed at strengthening
the implementation of the TBT Agreement, includitie facilitation of
acceptance of conformity assessment resiitsr (alia MRAs, equivalence
agreements and Supplier's Declaration of Confor(@®oC)); and

to consider, in light of the above work, the needbuild on the current
"Indicative List of Approaches to Facilitate theo®ptance of the Results of
Conformity Assessment".

() A Symposium on Conformity Assessment Procedureshelison 8-9 June 1999.

(b) A Special Meeting dedicated to Conformity Assesdni@mcedures was held on
29 June 200%

2 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 19.
2L G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, Annex 1.



G/TBT/1/Rev.10
Page 12

© A Workshop on Supplier's Declaration of Conform(DoC) was held on 21 March
20057

(d) A Workshop on the Different Approaches to Confoymitssessment, including on
the Acceptance of Conformity Assessment Results, vetd on 16-17 March 2066.

M. STANDARDS

3. The provisions concerning the preparation, adoptmd application of standards are

contained in Article 4 of the TBT Agreement andlie Code of Good Practice for the Preparation,
Adoption and Application of Standards (the "Codézaiod Practice"). In addition, Articles 2.4, 2.5,

5.4, and Paragraph F of Annex 3 of the Agreemenmmpte the use of relevant international

standards, guides and recommendations as a basigfaards, technical regulations and conformity
assessment procedures. Articles 2.6, 5.5 and Ratag of Annex 3 emphasize the importance of
Members' participation in international standartiora activities related to products for which they

have either adopted, or expect to adopt, techrégpilations”

4, In 2000, at the Second Triennial Review of the &gnent, the Committee noted that in order
for international standards to make a maximum domiion to the achievement of the trade
facilitating objectives of the Agreement, it waspontant that all Members had the opportunity to
participate in the elaboration and adoption of imiional standards. Adverse trade effects might
arise from standards emanating from internationdids as defined in the Agreement which had no
procedures for soliciting input from a wide randanterests. Bodies operating with open, impartial
and transparent procedures, that afforded an apgityrtfor consensus among all interested parties in
the territories of at least all Members, were sasmore likely to develop standards which were
effective and relevant on a global basis and wehsdeby contribute to the goal of the Agreement to
prevent unnecessary obstacles to trade. In oodengrove the quality of international standardd an
to ensure the effective application of the Agreetmére Committee agreed that there was a need to
develop principles concerning transparency, opennispartiality and consensus, relevance and
effectiveness, coherence and developing countmrests that would clarify and strengthen the
concept of international standards under the Agesgnand contribute to the advancement of its
objectives. In this regard, the Committee adopte®egision containing a set of principles it
considered important for international standardsettgpment. These principles were seen as equally
relevant to the preparation of international stadslaguides and recommendations for conformity
assessment procedures. The dissemination of sudipbes by Members and standardizing bodies in
their territories would encourage the various mégional bodies to clarify and strengthen theiesul
and procedures on standards development, thusefudbntributing to the advancement of the
objectives of the Agreement.

22 A Report of the special meeting is contained iMEH/M/33/Add.1, 21 October 2004.
% A Report of the workshop is contained in Annext GETBT/M/35, 24 May 2005.

24 A Report of the workshop is contained in G/TBT/BI/&dd.1, 6 June 2006.

% G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 20.

% G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 20 and Annex 4.
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GENERAL
Decision
@) In 2000, the Committee adopted a Decision on Riesifor the Development of

International Standards, Guides and RecommendanidhsRelation to Articles 2, 5
and Annex 3 of the TBT Agreement. This Decisionasatained in Annex B (on page
46 of this documenty.

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

(c)

In 1997, with a view to developing a better underding of international standards
within the Agreement, the Committee agréed

® to explore ways and means of improving the impletatgon of Articles 2.6,
5.5, 11.2, 12.5 and paragraph G of the Code wittiew to enhancing
Members' awareness of, and participation in, thekwaf international
standardizing bodies. As appropriate, the Committall consider the
usefulness of communicating its views to the rahktvanternational
standardizing bodies for their consideration;

In 2009, the Committee recognized the need formatttonal standards to be relevant
and effectively respond to regulatory and marketdse as well as scientific and
technological developments, while not creating waseary obstacles to international
trade. In light of the above, the Committee

® encouraged Members, Observer organizations andargldodies involved
in the development of standards to exchange expmrieand circulate case
studies — or other research — on the impacts ofdatds on economic
development and international trade;

(i) stressed the importance of ensuring the effectp@iaation of the Code of
Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and likppon of Standards
(Annex 3 of the TBT Agreement); and

(iii) encouraged the full application of the six prinegplset out in the above-
mentioned Decision, and the sharing of experieircesspect of their use.

In 2009, the Committee noted that several Membads aised concerns regarding
"private standards" and trade impacts thereof, uitioly actual or potential
unnecessary barriers to trade. The Committee afsed that other Members
considered that the term lacks clarity and thatatevance to the implementation of
the TBT Agreement had not been established. Witlpoejudice to the different
views expressed, the Committee recalled that Arti€ll of the TBT Agreement
requires that Members shall take such reasonabésumes as may be available to
them to ensure that standardizing bodies acceptamply with the Code of Good

27 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 20 and Annex 4.
28 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 22(a).
29 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 25.
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Practice. The Committee further expressed the testtengthen implementation of
Article 4. In view of this, the Committ&e

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

recalled its discussion in the Third Triennial Revt' regarding standards
developed by bodies that are not commonly consibisti@ndardizing bodies;

reiterated its 1997 invitation to Members to sh#reir experiences with
respect to steps taken to fulfil their obligationsder Article 4, and to
exchange information regarding the reasons sonmglatdizing bodies have
not yet accepted the Code of Good Pratti@nd

with a view to facilitating an informed discussion the development and
use of standards in general, including with regardtandards developed by
non-governmental bodies, Members were invited taresttheir experiences
related to the implementation of the TBT Agreemamtiuding the Code of
Good Practice. Discussions would neither prejuttge role of the TBT
Committee nor the scope of the TBT Agreement wihpect to any issue
that may arise.

B. INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Recommendations

(@)

In 1997, the Committee agreed to seek informatiomfinternational standardizing
bodies regarding their procedures to ensure cotperaith their national members
and regional standardizing bodies and to consitgerusefulness of communicating
the Committee's views to the relevant internatistahdardizing bodi€$. Also, with

a view to developing a better understanding oérimational standards within the
Agreement, the Committee agrékd

(i)

(ii)

to invite Members, on a voluntary basis, to subspigcific examples to the
Committee addressing the difficulties and probléney encounter in relation
to international standards, including those memiibim paragraph 18 above,
taking into account Article 12.4. This informatierchange process, as well
as the indications obtained through the notificatiof draft regulations and
conformity assessment procedures, would providevagit information on
the national practices of Members, and on the maimnehich international
standardizing bodies developed standards. Inigig¢ bf this experience
sharing exercise, the Committee may consider thefulmess of
communicating its views to relevant internationtlnslardizing bodies for
their consideration;

to consider the appropriate means for the Commitieexpress its views to
relevant international standardizing bodies regeydithe preparation of
international standards, and to invite internatiostandardizing bodies to
follow the relevant principles of the Code of Gderctice; and

%0 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 26.

31 G/TBT/13, para. 25.

%2 G/TBT/1/Rev.9, p.21.

33 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 13.

3 GITBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 22 (b)-(d).
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(iii) in accordance with the rules of procedures of thenittee and on an ad
hoc basis as agreed, relevant international stdiziag bodies will be
invited to meetings of the Committee to enable therake into account the
on-going discussions in the WTO, and to increasenbtgs' awareness of the
activities of these organizations. Relevant irddonal standardizing bodies
will be invited to provide prior information coneeng their activities.

In 2009, the Committee recognized the advances nradecreasing meaningful
participation by developing country Members in senalizing activities in areas of
interest to them, but noted that for many develgpiountry Members challenges
remain, both financially and technically. In viexf achieving further progress, the
Committeé™.

)] encouraged Members, Observer organizations andareldodies involved
in the development of standards, to exchange irdbom on initiatives
implemented, successes achieved and obstaclesnteiaml

An Information Session of Bodies Involved in theeparation of International
Standards was held on 19 November 1%98.

A Workshop on the Role of International Standard&conomic Development was
held on 16-17 March 2009.

The Sixth Special Meeting on Procedures for InfdiomExchange, held on 22 June
2010, included a session on Transparency in Stdrtting®™

REGIONAL STANDARDS-RELATED ACTIVITIES

Decision

(@)

In 1995, the Committee noted that the Agreementaios a number of provisions on
regional standardizing bodies and systems for confp assessment. In order to
keep abreast of the activities of such bodies gatess, the Committee agrééd

® that representatives of regional standardizing démdand systems for
conformity assessment may be invited to addressCitramittee on their
procedures and how they relate to those embodidaeigreement, on the
basis of agreed lists of questions.

% G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 27.

% G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, Annex 1.

3" GITBT/M/47, 5 June 2009, pp. 81-83.

3 G/TBT/M/51, 1 October 2010, pp. 82-88.

39 G/TBT/M/3, 5 January 1996, para. 15; G/TBT/W/18,September 1995, p. 4.
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Recommendatidfi

(a) In 2006, with regard to the acceptance of the Cofd&ood Practice by regional
standardizing bodies, the Committee agfeed

® to encourage regional standardizing bodies to actitep Code of Good
Practice and to notify their acceptance of the Cddethe ISO/IEC
Information Centre.

V. TRANSPARENCY

5. The TBT Agreement contains transparency provisions Articles 2 and 3 (technical
regulations); Articles 5, 7, 8 and 9 (conformigsassment procedures); Annex 3, paragraphs J, L,
M, N, O & P (standards); and Articles 10 (gengrahsparency provision) and 15 (final provisions).
A number of decisions and recommendations have beste with a view to facilitating access to
information and further improving the implementati@f transparency procedures under the
Agreement.

A. GENERAL

Recommendation

(a) In 2009, the Committee reiterated the importanc&embers fully complying with
their transparency obligations under the TBT Agreemand in particular those
related to the notification of technical regulagomnd conformity assessment
procedures, as required under Articles 2.9, 2.1®, &7 and 10.7. The Committee
stressed that transparency is a fundamental fillthhe implementation of the TBT
Agreement and a key element of Good Regulatorytieedé The Committee noted
the significant stock of decisions and recommendatithat it has developed since
1995, and agreéd

® to stress the importance of full implementationtbis existing body of
decisions and recommendations by Members.

B. STATEMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE TBT AGREEMENT
(ARTICLE 15.2)

(@) Pursuant to Article 15.2, Members have an obligatm submit a statement on the
measures in existence or taken to ensure the ingplixtion and administration of the
Agreement, including the provisions on transpareeich statements, to be made by
a Member promptly after the date on which the WT@eement enters into force for
it, give a brief overview of how individual Memberaplement the TBT Agreement.
Since the establishment of the Committee, Membave emphasized the importance
of fulfilling their obligations under Article 15.2.

“°This recommendation is also reproduced under #wid on Transparency under IV.C.2(i), on
p. 25.

“L G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 66-67 and 8(q)

“2 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 29.

3 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 32.

“ G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 7; G/TBT/9, 13v&mber 2000, para. 9; G/TBT/13,
11 November 2003, para. 7; G/TBT/19, 14 Novemb@&62para. 6.
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(a) In 1995, with respect to the contents of Article.2lStatements, the Committee
agree:

(i)

(ii)

the statement should cover the legislative, regafatind administrative
action taken as a result of the negotiation of Algeeement or currently in
existence to ensure that the provisions of the &gent are applied. If the
Agreement itself has been incorporated into domestiv, the statement
should indicate how this has been done. In othseg, the statement should
describe the content of the relevant laws, regadati administrative orders,
etc. All necessary references should also be geovi

in addition, the statement should specify:

the names of the publications used to announcevtbet is proceeding on
draft technical regulations or standards and pnoesdfor assessment of
conformity and those in which the texts of techhiegulations and standards
or procedures for assessment of conformity areighdad under Articles
2.9.1, 2.11; 3.1 (inrelationto 2.9.1 and 2.19).1, 5.8; 7.1, 8.1 and 9.2 (in
relation to 5.6.1 and 5.8); and paragraphs J, d. @nof Annex 3 of the
Agreement;

the expected length of time allowed for presentatbcomments in writing

on technical regulations, standards or proceduras dssessment of
conformity under Articles 2.9.4 and 2.10.3; 3.t (elation to 2.9.4 and
2.10.3); 5.6.4and 5.7.3; 7.1, 8.1 and 9.2 (jatien to 5.6.4 and 5.7.3); and
paragraph L of Annex 3 of the Agreement;

the name and address of the enquiry point(s) fereée Articles 10.1 and
10.3 of the Agreement with an indication as to \uketit is/they are fully

operational; if for legal or administrative reasomore than one enquiry
point is established, complete and unambiguougrimtion on the scope of
responsibilities of each of them;

the name and address of any other agencies thatspaeific functions under
the Agreement, including those foreseen in Artidd6sl0 and 10.11 of the
Agreement; and

measures and arrangements to ensure that natiorhl sab-national
authorities preparing new technical regulationpracedures for assessment
of conformity, or substantial amendments to exigtones, provide early
information on their proposals in order to enalble Member in question to
fulfil its obligations on notifications under Artes 2.9, 2.10, 3.2, 5.6, 5.7 and
7.2 of the Agreement.

Recommendations

() In 1997, in order to ensure the submission of stateés under Article 15.2 and to
improve the implementation and administration c# #thgreement, the Committee
agreed:

5 GITBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5, G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, p. 2.
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® with due consideration to the obligations undericdet 15.2 to inform the
Committee of measures in existence or taken torernthe implementation
and administration of the Agreement, Members whahet submitted such
information are expected to do so without furthelagl. They are invited to
indicate any difficulties and needs in this respeotthat technical assistance
may be provided as appropriate;

(i) for the purpose of information exchange, Membeesmrited, on a voluntary
basis, to make oral presentations to further eltboon the arrangements
they have in place to achieve an effective implaatgon and administration
of the provisions of the Agreement, including thoseler Article 12. This
exercise would be a useful means of sharing infaomavith respect to good
practices and in meeting the needs of those Menthatsmay be seeking
assistance.

(b)  In 2000, the Committee agrééd
)] to encourage Members to continue sharing their rieqpees on the
arrangements they had in place to achieve an efenhplementation and

administration of the provisions of the Agreement.

(© In 2003, in order to assist Members in meetingrthbligations under Articles 15.2
and 10.1, the Committ&e

@ invited Members to seek assistance from other Mesntteat had met their
15.2 obligations to share their knowledge and égpee in this regard.

Documents

() Members' Statements on Implementation and Admatistr of the Agreement are
contained in the G/TBT/2/Add - series.

(b) A list of Members having submitted their 15.2 Ste¢ets is maintained in the
G/TBT/GEN/1/ - series.

Event

(@ On 8 November 2007, the WTO Secretariat organizé¢bekshop on the Statement
on Implementation and Administration of the TBT Agment under Article 15%.

C. NOTIFICATIONS
1. Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment Poedures
6. Articles 2, 3, 5, and 7 of the TBT Agreement comtdie notification obligations related to

technical regulations and conformity assessmertgghares. In addition, the TBT Committee has put
in place detailed procedures for the implementatibthese provisions (set out below), which have
been refined over the years. The importance dilliiog notification provisions has been regularly

reiterated by the TBT Committee, as notificatiors anake an important contribution towards

6 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 7.

*" GITBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 9.

8 G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 7.
9 G/TBT/M/43, 21 January 2008, para. 3-5.
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avoiding unnecessary obstacles to trade and prdWilabers with the opportunity to influence the
development of technical requirements of other Mersb

7. Article 2.9 of the TBT Agreement provides that Mard have an obligation to notify a
proposed technical regulation whenever a relevastnational standard does not exist or when the
technical content of the proposed technical regudas not in accordance with the technical content
of relevant international standards and if the medl regulation may have a significant effect on

trade of other Members. Similarly, Article 5.6thé TBT Agreement provides that Members have an
obligation to notify a draft conformity assessmpridcedure whenever a relevant international guide
or recommendation issued by international standmglibodies does not exist or the technical content
of the proposed conformity assessment proceduretisn accordance with relevant international
guides or recommendations issued by internatiotehdardizing bodies and if the conformity
assessment procedure may have a significant effeicide of other Members.

Recommendation

(@)

In 2009, based on experience shared between Menopetee implementation of
notification obligations, the Committee agréled

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

to reiterate the importance of ensuring that Memtwemply fully with the
notification requirements in Articles 2.9 and 5fGtee TBT Agreement

to encourage Members to endeavour to submit thosfications at an early
stage, when measures are still in draft form, teues time and adequate
opportunity for comments, for comments to be takéo account and for
proposed measures to be modified; and

to reaffirm the importance of establishing mechausido facilitate internal
coordination for the effective implementation ofetifBT Agreement's
notifications obligations.

(1) "Sgnificant effect on trade of other Members®

Recommendation

(@)

In 1995, with a view to ensuring a consistent apphoto the selection of proposed
technical regulations and procedures for assessofiernformity to be notified, the
Committee established the following critétia

(i)

for the purposes of Articles 2.9 and 5.6, the cphoé "significant effect on
trade of other Members" may refer to the effectrade:

of one technical regulation or procedure for agaess of conformity only,
or of various technical regulations or procedures fssessment of
conformity in combination;

in a specific product, group of products or produntgeneral; and

between two or more Members.

0 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 34.
*L G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Rev21 June 1995, p. 8.
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(i) when assessing the significance of the effectaxtetiof technical regulations,
the Member concerned should take into consideratich elements as:

- the value or other importance of imports in respdcthe importing and/or
exporting Members concerned, whether from other bens individually or
collectively;

- the potential growth of such imports; and

- difficulties for producers in other Members to cdynwith the proposed
technical regulations.

(iii) the concept of a significant effect on trade ofeotilembers should include
both import-enhancing and import-reducing effects the trade of other
Members, as long as such effects are significant.
(i) Timing of Notifications

Recommendation

(@) In 1995, the Committee agreed that when implemgntiive provisions of Articles
2.9.2, 3.2 (in relation to Article 2.9.2), 5.6.2daid.2 (in relation to Article 5.6.2), a
notification should be made when a draft with tlemplete text of a proposed
technical regulation or procedures for assessnferdrdormity is available and when
amendments can still be introduced and taken iettount >

(i)  Submission of Natification (Format and Guidelines)
Decisions

(@) The agreed version of the Guidelines and Formabigained in Annex C (on page
49 of this document)’

(b) In 2000, the Committee noted that enhancementtefriat usage can facilitate access
to and exchange of information by Members. Thisia@lso facilitate and provide
the maximum time possible for receiving notificaso obtaining and translating of
relevant documents, and the presentation of consneWith a view to facilitating
access to information by Members, as well as ngthen the notification process,
including the time needed for the publication airdutation of notification by the
Secretariat, the Committee agr%“ed

® whenever possible Members should file notificatibgsdownloading, filling
out and returning the complete form by e-mail te tBecretariat. The
Committee will continue to explore ways to shortée time for the
submission, publication and circulation of notificas, as well as to examine
the steps that would be needed to facilitate tleeteinic transmission of
information among Members to complement the hargdycmformation
exchange.

2 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Rev21 June 1995, p. 8.
3 G/TBT/1/Rev.8, 23 May 2002, p. 11.
** G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, paras. 13, 15 and Artex
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Recommendations

() In 1995, the Committee recommended that informationtained in the notification
form should be as complete as possible and noosestiould be left blank. Where
necessary, "not known" or "not stated" should lnicated®®

(b) In 2000, the Committee requested that Members rirdntbieir notifications to the
Secretariat electronically via the Central Registo¥ Notifications (CRN) at
crn@wto.org in order to accelerate their proces¥ing

(© In 2003, with regard to the electronic transmissmfninformation on proposed
standards, technical regulations and conformity esssent procedures, the
Committee agreed

® to examine the feasibility of creating a centrgbagtory for notifications on
the WTO website, which would enable Members to detepnotification
forms on line. This would complement, not replattee submission of
notifications to the CRN.

(d) In 2009, the Committee noted that, in practice,th@r sake of greater transparency,
some Members choose to notify draft measures whey are in accordance with
relevant international standards, guides or recomsiagons. With a view to
increasing transparency on the use of internatistaadards, the Committee agréed

) to encourage Members, whenever possible and onluntagy basis to
indicate in Box 8 of the notification format whetha not they consider that
a relevant international standard exists and, ipreriate, to provide
information about deviations; and

(i) to note the provisions contained in Articles 2.9u3d 5.6.3 of the TBT
Agreement stating that Members, upon request, geoother Members with
particulars or copies of a proposed technical gt or conformity
assessment procedure and, whenever possible,fydémi parts which, in
substance, deviate from relevant international deteds or from relevant
guides and recommendations issued by internatgtaatiardizing bodies.

Documents

(@) Notifications under Article 2, 3, 5, and 7 are ulated in the document series
G/TBT/N/[Member]/[Number].

5 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Rev21 June 1995, p. 3.

* G/TBT/M/15, paras. 43 and 45; G/TBT/9, 13 Noveml#600, paras. 13, 15 and Annex 3;
G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 26.

> G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 27.

8 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 36.
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(iv)

(v)

Natification of Labelling requirements

(@)

Event

(b)

Decision

In 1995, with the purpose of clarifying the coverarf the Agreement with respect to
labelling requirements, the Committee took theofwlhg decisior™

0] In conformity with Article 2.9 of the Agreement, Mibers are obliged to
notify all mandatory labelling requirements tha¢ aot based substantially
on a relevant international standard and that naawe la significant effect on
the trade of other Members. That obligation is dependent upon the kind
of information which is provided on the label, winet it is in the nature of a
technical specification or not.

On 21-22 October 2003, with the objective of impngvMembers' understanding of
the preparation, adoption and application of labglfequirements in the context of
the implementation of the Agreement, as well athefimpact of such requirements
on market access, the Committee held a Learningtkwe Labelling, which focused
on developing country Members' conceths.

Natifications of Proposed Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment Procedures of
Local Governments at the Level Directly Below that of the Central Gover nment

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

In 2006, with regard to the notification of propdséechnical regulations and
conformity assessment procedures of local govertsnainthe level directly below
that of the central government, the Committee afjtee

)] to invite Members to indicate the local governmdddies in their
jurisdiction that are subject to the notificatiofligations contained in
Articles 3.2 and 7.2.

In 2009, the Committee noted, despite an incraasieei number of measures notified
under Articles 3.2 and 7.2, that this level remdigenerally low. In light of this, the
Committee agreéd

)] to recommend that Members continue to discuss Iplesgiays to improve
coordination between relevant authorities at thetreé level and the local
level directly below the central level with respdot notifications under
Articles 3.2 and 7.2, including through dissemioatof good practices; and

(i) to request the Secretariat to remain engaged irvigpng statistical
information with respect to Articles 3.2 and 7.2.

9 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, p. 11.
€ G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 3.

1 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 52 and 68(b)(i)

2 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 38.
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Monthly Listing of Notifications Issued by the WTO Secretariat
Decision

@) In 2000, the Committee agreed on the following wvatlview to providing a brief
indication of the notifications issu&d

0] the Secretariat is requested to prepare a morahlg Df notifications issued,
indicating the notification numbers, notifying Mearb, Articles notified
under, products covered, objectives and final diatesomments.

Documents
(a) Monthly lists of notifications are contained in thecument G/TBT/GEN/N/- series.

Length of time allowed for comments

Recommendations

(a) In 2000 and 2003, with respect to time limits faegentation of comments on
notified technical regulations and procedures feseasment of conformity, the
Committee agreed:

) the normal time limit for comments on notificatiosisould be 60 days. Any
Member which is able to provide a time limit beyo®@ days, such as 90
days, is encouraged to do so and should indicitérthhe notification®

(i) in order to improve the ability of developing cognMembers to comment
on notifications, and consistent with the principfespecial and differential
treatment, developed country Members are encouragptbvide more than
a 60-day comment period.

(b)  In 2009, the Committee agré&d

0] to recall its earlier recommendation that the ndrt@e limit for the
presentation of comments should be at least 60, daybits encouragement
to Members to provide, whenever possible, a timt lbeyond 60 days, such
as 90 days;

(i) to recall that developed country Members are eragmd to provide more
than a 60-day comment period, to improve the ghilftdeveloping country
Members to make comments on notifications condistéh the principle of
special and differential treatment; and

(iii) to reiterate that an insufficient period of time fresentation of comments
on proposed technical regulations and conformigessment may prevent
Members from adequately exercising their rightubrsit comments.

83 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 13 and Annex 22p
® G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 13 and Annex 22p
5 G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 26.

 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, paras. 39-40.
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(viii)

Handling of comments

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

(c)

In 1995, in order to improve the handling of comtsenn proposed technical
regulations and procedures for assessment of auitfosubmitted under Articles
2.9.4, 2.10.3, 3.1 (in relation to 2.9.4 and 2.},0636.4, 5.7.3 and 7.1 (in relation to
5.6.4 and 5.7.3) of the Agreement, the Committeeeea on the following

procedure¥:

(i)

(ii)

each Member should notify the WTO Secretariat ef dlathority or agency
(e.g. its enquiry point) which it has designatedb¢éoin charge of handling of
comments received; and

a Member receiving comments through the designatety should without
further request:

acknowledge the receipt of such comments;

explain within a reasonable time to any Member fawhich it has received
comments, how it will proceed in order to take theemments into account
and, where appropriate, provide additional relevarormation on the

proposed technical regulations or procedures feessnent of conformity
concerned; and

provide to any Member from which it has receivedoments, a copy of the
corresponding technical regulations or procedures #&ssessment of
conformity as adopted or information that no cquoesling technical

regulations or procedures for assessment of coitformll be adopted for

the time being.

In 2003, the Committee agrééd

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

to invite Members to formulate their requests tquery points, on comment
periods or on any other matter, in one of thedloficial languages of the
WTO;

to encourage Members to voluntarily respond to cemisiin writing if so
requested, and to share their responses with tied@nmittee. Members
are also encouraged to draft their responses inafnie three official
languages of the WTO,;

to invite Members, on a voluntary basis, to disset@ their comments and
responses by means of national websites and to dnawCommittee's
attention to these.

In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitem of transparency procedures
under the Agreement, the Committee agteed

(i)

to encourage Members to provide sufficient timewleein the end of the
comment period and the adoption of the notifiechmécal regulations and

7 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, p. 10.
® G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 26.
%9 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 58 and 68(€i)())
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conformity assessment procedures for the considaraf comments made
and the preparation of subsequent responses;

(i) to encourage Members to exchange comments anavalprinformation on
websites on which comments received from Membedsraplies thereto are
posted, taking into account the fact that sometdydh communications
between Members could be of a confidential natame;

(iii) to request the Secretariat to prepare a list adethgebsites, based on the
information provided by Members.

(d)  In 2009, the Committee agrééd

® to stress the importance of an efficient and eiffechandling of comments
on notified measures and, in this respect, to nadie its previous
recommendations on the handling of comments, imotud the
recommendation to voluntarily respond to commemtswiriting, if so
requested, and to share these replies with the TB®Mmmittee and to
encourage Members to draft their responses in dntheo three official
languages of the WTO;

(i) to note the importance of domestic coordinatioretsure that comments
received are followed up and taken into accounffimalizing the draft
measure;

(iii) to recall its earlier recommendations about theispaon a voluntary basis,
of comments on notified draft measures and reftieseto, including through
the use of websites; and

(iv) to recommend that the Committee continues to désawas/s to improve the
effective implementation of the provisions of thé8TT Agreement on
handling of comments, including assessing the ldddgiof utilizing the TBT
Information Management System (TBT IMS) as a platfevhere comments
on notified measures, and replies thereto, coul¢pdmted on a voluntary
basis.

(ix) Timing of Entry into Force of Technical Regulations and Understanding of "Reasonable
Interval” under Article 2.12

8. In the 2001 Ministerial Decision on Implementatiatated Issues and Concerns, Ministers
stated that "Subject to the conditions specifiegpamagraph 12 of Article 2 of the Agreement on
Technical Barriers to Trade, the phrase 'reasoriatdeval’ shall be understood to mean normally a
period of not less than 6 months, except whenwhiald be ineffective in fulfilling the legitimate
objectives pursued™

0 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 42.
"TWT/MIN(01)/17, 20 November 2001, para. 5.2.
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)

Decision

(a) In 2002, the Committee took note of the above-nometil Ministerial Decision
regarding the implementation of Article 2.12 of tAgreement, and decided as
follows'

(1) Subject to the conditions specified in paragraphof2Article 2 of the
Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, the ghfasasonable interval"
shall be understood to mean normally a period dfless than 6 months,
except when this would be ineffective in fulfillirthe legitimate objectives
pursued.

Recommendation

(@ In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitan of transparency procedures
under the Agreement, the Committee agféed

)] to encourage Members to provide an interval of ntbam six months, when
possible, between the publication of technical t&ipns and their entry into
force.

Follow-up

Recommendations

(@) In 2003, in order to facilitate the follow-up on Mbers' technical regulations and
conformity assessment procedures brought to tlemtaih of the Committee, the
Committee agre€d

® to have amendments to notifications carry the saooeiment symbol as that
of the original notification to allow them to beepliately traced;

(i) to encourage Members to share, on a voluntary ,ba#is the Committee
any follow-up information on issues that have bpeviously brought to its
attention.

(b)  In 2009, the Committee agreéd

® to recall its earlier recommendation encouragingniders to notify the
availability of the adopted final text as an addendto the original
notification and to provide information on whereetliinal text can be
obtained, including website address;

(i) to stress the importance of making such addenda ah@oposed regulation
is either adopted, published or enters into foru @specially in cases where
the relevant dates have not been provided in tiggnaf notification or have
been changed; and

2 G/TBT/M/26, 6 May 2002, para. 15; WT/MIN(01)/1 Q) Rlovember 2001, para. 5.2.
3 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 61-63 and 3(e)

" G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 28.

S GITBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 43.
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to recommend that the Committee establish commoaepiures on how and
under which format (addendum, corrigendum, revisioto notify

modifications or any other information relevant pweviously notified

measures.

Article 4 of the Agreement establishes a "Code afo Practice for the Preparation,
Adoption and Application of Standards" (the "CodeThe text of the Code is contained in Annex 3
of the TBT Agreement. The Code provides thater alia, Members shall ensure that their central
government standardizing bodies accept and comjily tke Code, and to take such reasonable
measures as may be available to them to ensureldbakt government and non-governmental
standardizing bodies within their territories, aalivas regional standardizing bodies of which tbey
one or more bodies within their territories are rhems, accept and comply with the Code. The Code
is open for acceptance to any such bodies (Patadap Standardizing bodies that have accepted or
withdrawn from the Code shall notify this fact (Bgraph C), as well as the existence of a work
programme (Paragraph J).

Notification of the Acceptance of, or Withdrawal from, the Code of Good Practice

(Paragraph C)

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

In 1997, in order to improve the transparency, piarece of, and compliance with the
Code, the Committee agrééd

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

to invite Members to share their experience widpeet to the steps taken to
fulfil their obligations under Article 4 and to éxange information on the
reasons why certain standardizing bodies as ideatif Article 4.1 have not
yet accepted the Code;

that Members should take appropriate action tormfetandardizing bodies
of the provisions of the Code and the benefits theyld gain from accepting
it; and

that the Secretariat will draw up a list of stamlizing bodies on the basis of
information provided by Members for this purpose.

In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitan of transparency procedures
under the Agreement, and with regard to the acoeptaf the Code of Good Practice
by regional standardizing bodies, the Committeeed:

(i)

to encourage regional standardizing bodies to acttep Code of Good
Practice and to notify their acceptance of the Cddethe ISO/IEC
Information Centre.

S G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, sub-paras. 12(a), (i) @).
" GITBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 66-67 and &3(g¥his recommendation is also reproduced
in Section IIl.C on p. 15.
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(i)

(@)

Documents

Notifications under the Code are circulated by WO Secretariat in the document
series G/TBT/CS/N/[Numbeff.

Noatification of the Existence of a Work Programme (Paragraph J)

(@)

Decision

In 1999, the Committee agreéd

(i)

that the communication of the work programmes ahgardizing bodies via
the Internet would be another possibility to fuffragraph J obligations on
transparency. Hard copies of such work programweasld, nevertheless,
always be made available on request in accordaitbeparagraph P of the
Code of Code of Good Practice.

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

In 1997, in order to improve the transparency, piarece of, and compliance with the
Code, the Committee agrééd

(i

to examine any problems faced by Members in thdamentation of the
provisions of the Code, for example, problems entemed in publishing
work programs every six months as required undeagsaph J, so that
appropriate technical assistance can be provifleécessary;

In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitem of transparency procedures
under the Agreement, the Committee agteed

(i)

(ii)

to invite the ISO/IEC Information Centre to providieformation to the
Committee on the status of notifications of the sttce of a work
programme made under Paragraph J when the WTO TBid&ds Code
Directory is published, and

to encourage standardizing bodies that communtbaie work programmes
via the internet to specify the exact web pages&vtiee information on work
programmes is located under the item "Publicatafrihie notification form.

8 pursuant to the Ministerial Decision taken in Méesh on 15 April 1994 on "Proposed
Understanding on WTO-ISO Standards Information &yst a "Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
WTO Standards Information Service Operated by I8@% reached between the Secretary-General of the IS
Central Secretariat and the Director-General of WWEO. This MoU established a WTO-ISO Information
System regarding standardizing bodies under Pgrhgr@ and J of the Code of Good Practice. Putdoan
Paragraph 2 of the MoU and in order to ensure dommiand efficient operation of the procedures for
notifications, the 1ISO and the WTO Secretariatsettgyed notification formats and related guidelinghjch
were to be used by standardizing bodies accepim@bde of Good Practice (contained in G/TBT/W/4).

9 G/TBT/M/15, 3 May 1999, paras. 67 and 69.

8 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 12(c).

8. G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 64-65 and @8(f)).
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(iii) Publishing of a Notice (Paragraph L)

Recommendations

(@) In 1997, in order to improve the transparency, ptarece of, and compliance with the
Code, the Committee agrééd

) without prejudice to the views of Members concegnthe coverage and
application of the Agreement, the obligation to I®ib notices of draft
standards containing voluntary labelling requiretsamder paragraph L of
the Code is not dependent upon the kind of infoiengtrovided on the label.

(b) In 2003, with regard to the electronic transmisswfninformation on proposed
standards, technical regulations and conformity esssent procedures, the
Committee took note of Paragraph L of the Code @ddsPractice which states that:
"No later than at the start of the comment peribd,standardizing body shall publish
a notice announcing the period for commenting ie publication referred to in
paragraph J," and agré&d

) that the electronic publication of notices annongcithe periods for
comments can constitute another possibility for fa#ilment of this
transparency obligation.

3. Notification under Article 10.7 of the TBT Agreemen

10. The TBT Agreement contains an obligation to nosifreements between Members on issues
related to technical regulations, standards or aronity assessment procedures which may have a
significant effect on trade (Article 10.7).

Decision

(a) In 1996, the Committee agreed to adopt the formatnbtifications under Article
10.7 of the Agreement contained in Annex D (on f&gjef this documenf}f.

Documents

(a) Notifications under Article 10.7 are circulated end document symbol
G/TBT/10.7/N/[Number].

D. DISSEMINATION OFINFORMATION
1. Publication
11. Members are required to publish a notice of a pgedaechnical regulation or conformity

assessment procedure if it may have a significatteon trade of other Members, and whenever a
relevant international standard (or, in the casa odnformity assessment procedure, a relevaneguid
or recommendation issued by an international staliwlag body) does not exist or the proposed
measure is not in accordance with the technicalecwrof relevant international standards (or, i@ th
case of a conformity assessment procedure, relegaides or recommendations issued by
international standardizing bodies) (Articles 2.8 5.6.1).

8 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 12(e).
8 G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 27.
8 G/TBT/M/5, 19 September 1996, para. 15; G/TBT/WRB5ay 1996.
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Recommendation

(a) In 2006 and 2009, with regard to the publicatioraafiotice of proposed technical
regulations and conformity assessment procedunesyant to Articles 2.9.1 and
5.6.1), the Committee agré&d

0] to examine ways in which the publications for suudtices — and their
content — are made available, so as to enablatalieisted parties to become
acquainted with them.

Documents

(a) Information on official publications related to ketcal regulations, standards and
conformity assessment in the form of a list, inahgdwebsite references, is contained
in the document G/TBT/GEN/39/-series.

2. Texts of Notified Technical Regulations and Confornty Assessment Procedures

12. Articles 2.9.3 and 5.6.3 of the TBT Agreement stdtat Members shall, upon request,
provide to other Members particulars or copieshaf proposed technical regulation or conformity
assessment procedures, and wherever possiblefyddmgi parts which in substance deviate from
relevant international standards, or relevant gide recommendations issued by international
standardizing bodies.

Decision

() In 2007, with the purpose of facilitating accessittified draft texts, the Committee
decided®
® to establish a facility whereby Members may, onoluntary basis, provide

the WTO Secretariat with an electronic version loé hotified draft text
(attachment) together with the notification formét.exts will be stored on a
WTO server and accessed through a hyperlink imdtigication format.)

Recommendations

() In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitem of transparency procedures
under the Agreement, and with regard to texts difiad technical regulations and
conformity assessment procedures, the Committezeddr

0] to encourage Members to provide:

- more detailed information on proposed technicall&ipns and conformity
assessment procedures in Section 6 "Descriptioncadtent” of the
notification form; and

- the website address where Members can downloadlthext of the notified
measure in Section 11 "Text available from" of timtification form or any
other means to quickly and easily access the text.

8 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, paras. 51 and 68(a}i)BT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 46.

8 G/TBT/M/43, 21 January 2008, para. 129. Guidalifer the use of this facility are contained in
document G/TBT/GEN/65, 14 December 2007.

87 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, sub-paras. 68(c)ii)-(i



(ii)

(iif)

G/TBT/1/Rev.10
Page 31

to explore ways to attach to the notification foartopy of the text of the
notified measure; and

to encourage Members to notify the availabilityttug adopted final text as an
addendum to the original notification and to previdformation on where
the final text can be obtained, including websddrass.

(b) In 2009, with a view to improving access to texts motified measures, the

Committee agredd

) to reiterate its earlier recommendation to indiGateebsite address in Box 11
"Text available from" of the notification formamna

(i) to encourage Members to use the facility providgdhe WTO Secretariat
and to send electronic versions of notified tegtgether with the notification
format to be hyperlinked in the notification itself

3. Provision of Translations

13. Article 10.5 of the TBT Agreement states that degel country Members shall, if requested
by other Members, provide in English, French orrisga translations of the documents covered by a
specific natification, or in case of voluminous datents, of summaries of such documents.

Decisions

(@)

In 1995, in order to avoid difficulties that canisar from the fact that the

documentation relevant to technical regulationgnadards and procedures for
assessment of conformity is not available in onthefWTO working languages and
that a body other than the enquiry point may beamesible for such documentation,
the Committee agre

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

when a translation of a relevant document exisis ptanned, this fact shall
be indicated on the WTO TBT notification form next the title of the
document. If only a translated summary exists féloe that such a summary
is available shall be similarly indicated;

upon receipt of a request for documents, any tatedisummaries that exist
in the language of the requester or, as the cagebmain a WTO working
language, shall be automatically sent with the ioalgof the documents
requested; and

Members shall indicate under point 11 of the WTOT Tridtification form the
exact address, e-mail address, telephone and faxbemns of the body
responsible for supplying the relevant documentshi#t body is not the
enquiry point.

8 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 49.
89 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, pp. 8-9.
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(b)

In 2007, with a view to enhancing the sharing ahsiation of documents referred to
in notifications and facilitating information-shag by Members on the availability of
unofficial translations on the Internet, the Conegtagreet:

® to set up a mechanism whereby Members are invited, voluntary basis, to
provide information about the availability of uniofal translations of
notified measures;

(i) that this will be done through the circulation blyet Secretariat of a
supplement to the original notification submittgdeobMember; and

(iii) that such information should be provided to the t€@nRegistry for
Notifications (crn@wto.org) in the format containeéd Annex E (in this
document on page 54).

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

(c)

In 1995, in order to avoid difficulties that canisar from the fact that the

documentation relevant to technical regulationgnadards and procedures for
assessment of conformity is not available in onthefWTO working languages and
that a body other than the enquiry point may beaesible for such documentation,
the Committee agre

® when a Member seeks a copy of a document relatirggrtotification which
does not exist in that Member's WTO working langyagwill be advised,
on request, by the notifying Member of other Mensbitnat have requested,
as of that date, a copy of the document. The Merabeking a copy of a
document relating to a notification may then contach other Members in
order to determine whether the latter are prepaoedhare, on mutually
agreed terms, any translation that they have drb&ilmaking into relevant
WTO working language(s).

In 2003, in the context of the handling of commetite Committee agre%zd

® to encourage Members under Article 10.5, to providgmslations of the
documents covered by specific notifications, in ®WiO official language of
their choosing without being requested to do so.

In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitan of transparency procedures
under the Agreement, and with regard to texts difiad technical regulations and
conformity assessment procedures, the Committeseddr

0] to explore ways to enhance the sharing of tramsiati documents referred
to in notifications, such as posting on Membersbsites or developing a
format to inform other Members of the existence todnslations of
notified measures.

O G/TBT/M/43, 21 January 2008, para. 131. Guidslifier the use of the facility are contained in
document G/TBT/GEN/66, 14 December 2007.

L G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, pp. 7-8.

92 G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, para. 26 (fifth tiret)

% G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, sub-para. 68(c)(iv).
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(d) In 2009, the Committee noted that, in the abseffiae teanslation, Section 6 of the
notification format "Description of the content’§ aell as prompt replies to specific
guestions on the content, are important sourcasf@fmation for understanding the
proposed measure and the main basis for commantsifterested parties. In light
of the above, the TBT Committee agr%‘ed

(i)

(ii)

to reaffirm its recommendation that Members share,a voluntary basis,
unofficial translations of documents referred tanitifications, for example
by posting them on Members' websites or by progdihese unofficial
translations to the WTO Secretariat for furthersemination through the
agreed mechanism; and

to encourage Members, in cases when a notifiedrdestiis not in one of the
WTO official languages, to provide a comprehensidescription of the
measure in Section 6 "Description of the contehthe notification format.

E. ENQUIRY POINTS

1. Establishment of Enquiry Points

14. Under the TBT Agreement, two provisions mandate Merm to create enquiry points.
Article 10.1 concerns enquiries regarditgter alia, technical regulations, conformity assessment
procedures and standards issued by central or gmarnment bodies, non-governmental bodies
which have the legal power to enforce a techniegliation, or regional standardization bodies of
which such bodies are members or participants.iclartl0.3 relatesinter alia, to enquiries on
standards and conformity assessment proceduresdidsu non-governmental bodies and regional
bodies of which they are members or participants.

Recommendations

(@) In 1999, the Committee agreed that e-mail addreséemnquiry points should be
provided, where available, in order to be includaddocument G/TBT/ENQ/-
series”®

(b) In 2009, in order to improve implementation of pgeiens related to the work of

Enquiry Points, the Committee agréed

(i)

(ii)

Documents

to stress the importance of operational capacitigrafuiry Points, especially
with respect to the provision of answers to engsidnd the promotion of a
dialogue; and

to recommend that developing country Members ifiertnallenges which
they face with respect to the establishment andatipas of their enquiry
points and indicate the nature of the technicabts®e needed to overcome
these difficulties.

(@) A list of national enquiry points is contained iretdocument G/TBT/ENQ/ - series.

% G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 52.
% G/TBT/M/15, 3 May 1999, paras. 41 and 45 and Anhex
% G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 54.
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2. Functioning of Enquiry Points
() Handling and Processing of Requests

Recommendations

(@) In 1995, with the purpose of improving the handloigequests from other Members
received under Article 10.1 and 10.3, the Commitigreed”:

0] an enquiry point should, without further requeskrwledge the receipt of
the enquiry.

(b) In 1995, with respect to problems of supplying awot#itaining requested
documentation on notified technical regulations g@ndcedures for assessment of
conformity, the Committee agre€d

@ requests for documentation should contain all tleenents permitting the
identification of the documents and in particutiie WTO TBT notification
number symbol to which the requests refer. Theesarformation should
appear on the documents supplied in response koregaests;

(i) any request for documentation should be procedspdssible within five
working days. If a delay in supplying the docunagion requested is
foreseen, this should be acknowledged to the réguyealong with an
estimate of when the documents can be provided,;

(iii) E-mail requests for documentation should includenea organization,
address, telephone and fax numbers, and e-maikssldr the request; and

(iv) electronic delivery of documentation is encouragedl requests should
indicate whether an electronic version or hard dsplesired.

(i) Enquiries which the Enquiry Points should be prepared to Answer

Recommendation

(a) In 1995, with a view to encouraging a uniform aggifion of Articles 10.1 and 10.3
of the Agreement, the Committee agréed

® an enquiry should be considered "reasonable" whisnimited to a specific
product, or group of products, but not when it gbegond that and refers to
an entire business branch or field of regulationgrocedures for assessment
of conformity;

(i) when an enquiry refers to a composite producs, desirable that the parts or
components, for which information is sought, ardirgel to the extent
possible. When a request is made concerning teeotisa product it is
desirable that the use is related to a specifid;fand

" G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, p. 13.

% G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Rev21 June 1995, p. 8; G/TBT/M/15,
3 May 1999, para. 45 and Annex 1.

% G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Re\21 June 1995, p. 14.
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(iii) the Enquiry Point(s) of a Member should be prepdacednswer enquiries
regarding the membership and patrticipation of ¥Matmber, or of relevant
bodies within its territory, in international anelgional standardizing bodies
and conformity assessment systems as well asatekal arrangements, with
respect to a specific product or group of producibey should likewise be
prepared to provide reasonable information on thgipions of such systems
and arrangement.

3. Booklets on Enquiry Points

Recommendation

(@ In 1995, in order to improve publicity concerningetrole of enquiry points in
answering queries from Members as provided in Assicl0.1 and 10.3 of the
Agreement, the Committee agré®d

)] the issuing of brochures on enquiry points woulebealue; and

(i) all booklets issued by Members should contain feenents and, as far as
possible, follow the layout set out in Annex F (mage 55 of this document).

F. SPECIAL MEETINGSON PROCEDURES FORNFORMATION EXCHANGE
Decision

(@) In 1995, in order to give Members the opportunity discuss the activities and
problems relating to information exchange and teiene periodically how well
notification procedures work, the Committee agresed ™

® Regular meetings of persons responsible for infionaxchange, including
persons responsible for enquiry points and notifica, will be held on a
biennial basis. Representatives of interested rebse will be invited to
participate in such meetings. The meetings wikldanly with technical
issues, leaving any policy matters for consideralip the Committee itself.

Events

(@) A Special Joint Meeting on Procedures for InformatExchange of the Committees
on Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary andd®ayitary Measures was held on
6-7 November 19987

(b) A Workshop and the Second Special Meeting on Proesd for Information
Exchange was held on 14 September 7698.

(©) The Third Special Meeting on Procedures for Infdrama Exchange was held on
28 June 2001

10 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/ReV21 June 1995, pp. 12-13.

91 G/TBT/M/2, 4 October 1995, para. 5; G/TBT/W/2/Rgv.21 June 1995, p. 12; G/TBT/9,
13 November 2000, para. 13 and Annex 3.

192 The Chairman's Report is contained in documenBGE/W/16, dated 22 November 1995.

198 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, Annex 1.

1% The Chairman's Report is contained in Annex 1 GfB3/M/24, dated 14 August 2001.
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(d) The Fourth Special Meeting on Procedures for Infdiom Exchanges was held on
2-3 November 20047

(e) The Fifth Special Meeting on Procedures for Infdiora Exchange was held on
7-8 November 200%°

() The Sixth Special Meeting on Procedures for InfdromExchange was held on 22
June 2010%

V. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

15. Provisions on technical assistance are containedriitle 11 of the TBT Agreement.
Technical assistance has been considered an arpaooty work for the Committee since its
establishment; it figures on the agenda of the Citteenon a permanent basis. Members have
regularly, on a voluntary basis, exchanged expeggrand information on technical assistance in
order to enhance the implementation of Article Lihe TBT Agreement.

A. GENERAL
Decisions

(a) In 1995, in considering the ways in which the psmms of Article 11 could be given
operational significance, the Committee agt&ed

® technical assistance would remain as an item o&¢femda of the Committee
on a permanent basis and would be included on gesmda of a regular
meeting of the Committee when so requested by a lderm accordance
with the agreed procedures.

(b) In 2005, with a view to increasing transparencthim identification and prioritization
of technical assistance needs, the Committee adfeed

0] to adopt, for use on a trial basis for two year&oamat for the Voluntary
Notification of Specific Technical Assistance Neads Response¥’

Recommendations

(a) In 2000, in considering technical assistance, tloen@ittee agreed to develop a
demand driven technical cooperation programme eelad the Agreement, taking
into account existing and proposed technical assist activities, as well as seeking
ways to achieve more effective cooperation anddination among donors to better

195 A Summary Report of the meeting is contained imén2 of G/TBT/M/34, dated 5 January 2005.

198 A Summary Report as well as the Chairman's Rég@antained in Annex 1 and 2, respectively, of
G/TBT/M/43, dated 21 January 2008.

197 A Summary Report as well as the Chairman's Reépa@antained in Annex 1 and 2, respectively, of
G/TBT/M/51, dated 1 October 2010.

198 G/TBT/W/14, 29 September 1995, p. 3; G/TBT/M/3ahuary 1996, paras. 14-15.

19 G/TBT/16, 8 November 2005; G/TBT/M/37, 22 Decemd@@5, para. 82; G/TBT/19, 14 November
2006, para. 71.

19 The Format is contained in Annex G (on page Shisfdocument).
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target the needs identified by developing countigmders. The Committee agreed
that the programme would need to evolve on theskifghe following elements:

® design of a survey with the assistance of releirgetnational, regional and
bilateral organisations to assist developing céesin needs identification;

(i) identification and prioritization by developing afehst developed country
Members of their specific needs in the TBT field,;

(iii) consideration of existing technical assistanceviiets by multilateral,
regional and bilateral organizations with a viewthe effective and efficient
development of technical assistance programmes;

(iv) enhancement of co-operation between donors; and

(V) reassessment of needs in light of agreed prioriiiiestification of technical
assistance partners and financial considerations.

The Committee also agreed that the progress maueplementing the programme
should be assessed by the Committee in the coofetkie Third Triennial Review
and the Committee should also reflect its work be programme in its Annual
Report to the General Countif.

(b) In 2003, in light of the work programr&on TBT-related technical assistance and in
order to assist Members in implementing and opamatizing Article 11, the
Committee agreed as follow$

® noting the importance of transparency in the piowi®f technical assistance
and the need for coordination at the national, argfi and international
levels. Recognizing that improvements are needdddilitate the meeting
of demand and supply of technical assistance, atidawiew to building on
the information received, the Committee agrees:

- to consider the creation of an information coortdoramechanism including
through the possible development of voluntary mmtfon procedures for
donors, and recipient Members to communicate infition on current and
future activities. To this end, and consideringpgmsals made by Members,
the Chair is requested to hold consultations witerested Members to:

1. examine what extent an Internet facility cosgrve this purpose;
2. examine what an appropriate management agprogght be; and
3. report to the Committee by mid-2004;

- that the survey questionnaire could be a dynanaikttomaintain information
on developing country Members' needs and encourdimsbers, on a
voluntary basis, to update responses to the suuestionnaire; and

11 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, paras. 45 and 46.

12 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 46.

113 with respect to the "work programme", it is nothdt in 2001, Ministers confirmed the approach to
technical assistance being developed by the Coeenith Technical Barriers to Trade, reflecting #sults of
the Triennial Review work in this area, and mandatiis work to continue (WT/MIN(01)/17,
20 November 2001, para. 5.1).

114 G/TBT/13, 11 November 2003, paras. 54-56.
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(ii)

(iif)

to invite Members to communicate to the Committeetipent information
regarding technical assistance activities of ralevagional and international
bodies.

with regard to technical assistance provided bySberetariat, the Committee
agreed:

to explore how the results of the Committee's dismns (e.g., on needs
identified, lessons learned, gaps in technicalstaste activities) could be
reflected in the WTO's Technical Assistance andnimg Plan; and

to request the Secretariat, as part of the Comeststanding agenda item on
technical assistance, to regularly deliver infoliorat on its recently
concluded programmes and future plans on TBT-relegehnical assistance,
and reflect this in the Committee's annual reviewEhis should include
information on modality, content, participation amahy feedback from
recipient Members.

with regard to the appropriate role of the Comnmitite relation to technical
assistance, the Committee:

agreed on the need for Members and the Secretariaise the profile of
TBT issues at the international and national levels

reaffirmed the need for its future work to contigto enhanced cooperation
and coordination between those involved in techrssistance;

reaffirmed the need to continue facilitating theclange of national
experiences;

should provide a forum for feedback and assessimettie outcomes and
effectiveness of technical assistance; and

considered, based on Members' experience of tealhassistance received
and provided, developing further elements of goedciice in technical
assistance in the TBT field.

© In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetitan of the TBT Agreement's
provisions on technical assistance, the Commiteeea™:

(i)

(ii)

to encourage Members to make use of the Formattter Voluntary
Notification of Specific Technical Assistance Need®d Responses
contained in G/TBT/16 (contained in Annex G on p&gef this document);

to review, in 2007, the use of the Format for th@witary Notification of
Specific Technical Assistance Needs and Responsdading the possible
further development of the demand-driven techrgoalperation mechanism.

15 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, sub-paras. 78(a)-(b).
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(d)  In 2009, the Committee agrééd

0] to encourage Members to make use of the FormattHer Voluntary
Notification of Specific Technical Assistance Neealsd Responses as a
complement to other bilateral and/or regional meafnequesting technical
assistance.

Documents

(@) Notifications of Specific Technical Assistance Neethd Responses are contained in
the following document series: G/TBT/TA-[numbeMé&mber].

INFORMATION EXCHANGE
Decision

(@) In 1995, in considering the ways in which the psms of Article 11 could be given
operational significance, the Committee agreedkthange information on technical
assistance as followg

@ specific needs for technical assistance, as welhfasmation that may be
provided by potential donor Members on their techhiassistance
programmes, may be communicated to Members thrabghSecretariat.
Members will take into account the provisions ofiédle 11.8 of the TBT
Agreement when considering requests for techngsikance from the least-
developed country Members. In agreement with rsiijug Members or
potential donor Members, as the case may be, fioemation concerning
specific needs and technical assistance programwogkl be circulated by
the Secretariat to all Members on an informal basWhilst information
would be multilateralized in this manner, technigs$istance would continue
to be provided on a bilateral basis. The Secataniould reflect the
information circulated under this procedure in ttecumentation prepared
for annual reviews of the implementation and opemnadf the Agreement if
the Members concerned so agree.

Recommendations

(a) In 1997, in order to enhance the implementationAdicle 11, the Committee
agreed'®

® to invite Members, on a voluntary basis, to excleaimjormation regarding
the implementation of Article 11, including to commicate to the
Committee annually any information concerning thetional and regional
technical assistance programmes; and

(i) to invite Members that require technical assistancaform the Committee
of any difficulties they encounter in the implemaign and operation of the
Agreement, and the kind of technical assistanceg thay need. Other
Members are invited to contribute to the techniaasistance process by
sharing their experience in the implementation amkration of the
Agreement.

116 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 63.
17 G/TBT/W/14, 29 September 1995, p. 3; G/TBT/M/3ahuary 1996, paras. 14-15.
18 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 31.
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(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

In 2000, the Committee invited Members on a volpgnkasis to further communicate
information on technical assistance programmes tpegposed, provided or
received-®

In 2006, with a view to facilitating the implemetiten of the TBT Agreement's
provisions on technical assistance, the Committeeesl:

) to exchange experiences in respect of the delimady receipt of technical
assistance with a view to identifying good practizethis regard®, and

(i) to invite observer international standardizing lesdand other international
standardizing bodies to provide information on stigken to ensure effective
participation of developing country Members in theork ***

In 2009, building on the previous recommendatiomat ttMembers exchange
experiences in respect of the delivery and readfip¢chnical assistance with a view
to identifying good practices in this regard , @emmittee agreétf:

® to encourage Members and relevant bodies involvedhé provision of
technical assistance to exchange information totifyesuch practices.

In 2009, consistent with the Committee's agreernard demand-driven approach to
technical assistance, the Committee encouraged Fento review their capacity
building needs and priorities in the following ase®a particulal®

0] Good Regulatory Practice: The Committee consitteasexperience gained
in the area of good regulatory practice for the&ff/e implementation of the
TBT Agreement should be shared. Technical assistanthe area of Good
Regulatory Practice should be considered an integeament of capacity
building activities to strengthen implementationtieé TBT Agreement and
draw on the expertise of both Members and othewragit organizations;

(i) Conformity assessment: Members are encouragedrtizipate in technical
cooperation activities in the area of conformitpessment consistent with
sector-specific national priorities. Capacity Hdinly activities — at the
national or regional level as appropriate — aimédngroving technical
infrastructure (e.g. metrology, testing, certifioat and accreditation) as well
as capacity to enforce (including with respect tarkat surveillance and
product liability) should be consistent with na@bmpriorities and take into
account the existing level of technical infrastunetdevelopment;

(iii) Standards development:  Members should undertakerteefto build
understanding of the strategic importance of statigaion activities
through increased outreach in sectors of priontgrest. It may be beneficial
to explore incentives to increase support and ptimmoof such activities,
particularly in developing country Members; and

19G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 45.

120 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, para. 78(c).
121 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, para. 77.
122 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 57.
123 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 59.
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Transparency: Members stress the importance oforging the operation of

enquiry points.

On 19-20 July 2000, the Committee held a Workshopl'echnical Assistance and
Differential Treatment in the context of the TBT ragment?*

On 18 March 2003, with the objectives of furtherveleping the technical

cooperation programme and providing an opporturidy further information

exchange on technical assistance, on both the dkmuadh supply sides, a special
workshop on TBT-related technical assistance wik'fie

VI. SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT

16. Article 12 of the TBT Agreement addresses SpecidlRifferential Treatment of Developing
Country Members. Members have, on various occasiexchanged information and views on the
operation and implementation of this Article, indig in the context of other items on the TBT

Committee's agenda.

A. GENERAL

Recommendations

(@)

In 1997, with a view to operationalize and impletriie provisions of Article 12, the
Committee agreed to the followit?§

()

the Committee will consider including the followingatters in its future
programme of work, which could be taken up durimg next three years and
reviewed during the Second Triennial Review of Alggeement:

the use of measures to engender capacity buildindeiveloping country
Members, including the consideration of measurdsvaat to transfer of
technology to these countries, for the purposerepgration and adoption of
technical regulations, standards or conformity sssent procedures, taking
into account their special development, financial &rade needs;

the preparation of a study by the Secretariat tmbéish the state of
knowledge concerning the technical barriers to tharket access of
developing country suppliers, especially small aretlium sized enterprises
(SMEs), as a result of standards, technical reiguiatand conformity
assessment procedures;

inviting representatives of relevant internatiosséhndardizing bodies and
international systems for conformity assessmentquores to make written

and oral presentations to the Committee with a @assessing whether and
how account is taken of the special problems okligmng countries in such

bodies and systems. The Secretariat will circulateompendium of the

written contributions by the relevant organisatioasd

the encouragement of the organization of internafioneetings relevant to
the provisions of the Agreement in the territorigsdeveloping country

14 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, Annex 1.
125 A Summary Report by the Chairperson is containe@iinex A of G/TBT/M/29, 19 May 2003.
126 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 33.
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VII.

A.

1.

17.

Members to give greater representative participabip such Members to the
deliberations and recommendations of such inteynatimeetings, and the
electronic dissemination of information.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Recommendations

(@)

(b)

Event

(@)

In 1997, with a view to operationalize and impletriiie provisions of Article 12, the
Committee agreéd:

(i)

(ii)

to invite Members, on a voluntary basis, to excleangormation on the
implementation of Article 12, including informatiaelated to Articles 12.2,
12.3,12.5,12.6, 12.7 and 12.9; and

to invite Members, on a voluntary basis, to excleaimformation on any
specific problems they face in relation to the agien of Article 12.

In 2006, in order to have a more focused exchatgafarmation, the Committee
agreed®

(i)

(ii)

to encourage Members to inform the Committee otisgpeand differential
treatment provided to developing country Membersluiding information on
how they have taken into account special and difféal treatment
provisions in the preparation of technical regolasi and conformity
assessment procedures; and

to encourage developing country Members to undertakeir own
assessments of the utility and benefits of suctciapeand differential
treatment.

On 19-20 July 2000, the Committee held a Workshopl'echnical Assistance and
Differential Treatment in the context of the TBT ragment?°

OPERATION OF THE COMMITTEE

GENERAL

Consideration of Specific Trade Concerns

Pursuant to Article 13 of the TBT Agreement, theTTBommittee was established with the
purpose of: "affording Members the opportunity ohsulting on any matters relating to the operation
of this Agreement or the furtherance of its objeedi and shall carry out such responsibilities as
assigned to it under this Agreement or by the MesibeSince its first meeting, Members have used
the TBT Committee as a forum to discuss issuesecle specific measures (technical regulations,
standards or conformity assessment procedures)airead by other Members. These are referred to
as "specific trade concerns" (STCs) and relate atlynto proposed draft measures notified to the
TBT Committee or to the implementation of existingasures.

127 G/TBT/5, 19 November 1997, para. 33.
128 G/TBT/19, 14 November 2006, para. 82.
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Decision

(@)

In 2009, noting the accelerated growth in the nunatbepecific trade concerns raised
at Committee meetings, as well as in the numb&vd0O Members raising concerns
or substantively supporting those of other Membtrs, Committee emphasized the
importance of making the discussion more efficiamrder to secure a more prompt
response to concerns raised. In order to streantfia consideration of STCs, the
TBT Committee agreed to apply the following procedy to the extent
practicablé®®

) Members wishing to propose the inclusion of a dpetiade concern in the
annotated draft agenda should directly inform btbidn Secretariat and the
Member(s) involved of their intention to do so kg4 than fourteen calendar
daysprior to the convening of the TBT Committee megtin

(i) the annotated draft agenda issued by the Sectetariadvance of each
Committee meeting will include all specific tradencerns communicated by
Members to the Secretariat; it will indicate whiobncerns are being raised
for the first time and which have been previouslysed. It should be
circulated as early as possible but no less tharcaéendar daybefore the
meeting;

(iii) requests to include specific trade concerns on dagenda should be
accompanied by a reference to the symbol of thiéicaiton. In cases where
the measure has not been notified, the requesticshmovide a brief
description of the measure, including relevantresfees; and

(iv) there may be instances where a Member wishes hg lariconcern to the
Committee's attention after the deadline has padeetthis case, additional
specific trade concerns can still be included ie #mgenda of the TBT
Committee meeting under "Specific Trade Concerngfovided that
Members wishing to raise the relevant concerns paegously informed the
Member(s) involved of their intention to do so. Waver such concerns will
only be addressed after all specific trade conceonsained in the annotated
draft agenda have been discussed.

Documents

(@)

In 2009, the Committee encouraged the Secretapatcdntinue to compile
information about the status of specific trade eons and to make this available to
Members regularly with a view to providing a usefiatabase for Members to track
concerns of importance to thém. The G/TBT/GEN/74/-series of documents contain
an overview of specific trade concerns raised m TBT Committee. It provides
statistical information on the concerns raised esitlee first meeting of the TBT
Committee in 1995 and lists the specific trade eoms sorted by date, frequency and
the number of Members that have expressed concern.

129 G/TBT/9, 13 November 2000, Annex 1.
130 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, paras. 67-68.
131 G/TBT/26, 12 November 2009, para. 69.
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ANNEXES TO PART 1

A. INDICATIVE LIST OF APPROACHES TO FACILITATE ACCEPTANCE OF THE RESULTS OF
CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

1. Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) For Conformity Assessment to Specific
Regulations
1. Governments may enter into agreements which wsllitdn the acceptance of the results of

conformity assessment originating in the territofeither party.

2. Co-Operative (Voluntary) Arrangements Between Domdg And Foreign Conformity
Assessment Bodies

2. This includes arrangements among accreditationelsods well as arrangements between
individual laboratories, between certification begli and between inspection bodies. Such
arrangements have been common for many years avel lheen developed for the commercial

advantage of the participants. Some of these agrets have been recognized by governments from
time to time as the basis for acceptance of tesilie and certification activities in the mandatory

sector.

3. The Use Of Accreditation To Qualify Conformity Assssment Bodies

3. Accreditation bodies have been working towards loaigation of international practices for
accreditation of conformity assessment bodies. s Ttds resulted in the development of global
networks to facilitate recognition and acceptariceesults of conformity assessment. These networks
take the form of multilateral recognition agreensemtr arrangements (MLAs) whereby each
participant undertakes to recognize the accreditagranted or certificates issued by any otherypart
to the agreement or arrangement as being equividetiitat granted by itself and to promote that
equivalence throughout its territory of operatiofhere are international standards and guides for
such arrangements.

4. Government Designation

4. Governments may designate specific conformity @ssest bodies, including bodies located
outside their territories, to undertake conforngigsessment.

5. Unilateral Recognition Of Results Of Foreign Confamity Assessment

5. A government may unilaterally recognize the reswisforeign conformity assessment
procedures. In this it may be guided by Articld @f the TBT Agreement. The conformity
assessment body may be accredited abroad undemieed regional or international accreditation
systems. In the absence of accreditation, theoconty assessment body may prove its competence
by other means. On the basis of equivalent competef the conformity assessment body, foreign
test reports and certificates are recognized wenidy.

6. Manufacturer's / Supplier's Declarations (SDoC)

6. Manufacturer's/supplier's declaration of conformgya procedure by which a supplier (as
defined in ISO/IEC Guide 22:1996, a supplier isphety that supplies the product, process or servic
and may be a manufacturer, distributor, importaseabler, service organization, etc.) provides
written assurance of conformity to the specifiequieements. The declaration identifies the party
responsible for making the declaration of confoymiand for the conformity of the
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product/process/service itself. Under this appmpate manufacturer/supplier, rather than the
regulatory authority, takes on the responsibildy énsuring that products entering a market comply
with the mandatory technical regulations. Assesgm@y be undertaken either by the suppliers own
internal test facility or by an independent tesility.

7. This system is often predicated on:
(a) adequate market surveillance;
(b) substantial penalties for false or misleading datians;
(©) an appropriate regulatory environment; and

(d)

an appropriate product liability regime.
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B. DECISION OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRINCIPLESFOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDS, GUIDES AND RECOMMENDATIONS WITH RELATION TO ARTICLES 2, 5 AND
ANNEX 3 OF THE AGREEMENT

Decisiort

1. The following principles and procedures should bseoved, when international standards,
guides and recommendations (as mentioned undeslést?, 5 and Annex 3 of the TBT Agreement
for the preparation of mandatory technical regafl&j conformity assessment procedures and
voluntary standards) are elaborated, to ensuresgeaency, openness, impartiality and consensus,
effectiveness and relevance, coherence, and tesslthie concerns of developing countries.

2. The same principles should also be observed whehnial work or a part of the
international standard development is delegatedeuradjreements or contracts by international
standardizing bodies to other relevant organizatiorcluding regional bodies.

1. Transparency

3. All essential information regarding current workogrammes, as well as on proposals for
standards, guides and recommendations under coasieand on the final results should be made
easily accessible to at least all interested aitiethe territories of at least all WTO Members.
Procedures should be established so that adedqoeeahd opportunities are provided for written
comments. The information on these proceduresigdti@ueffectively disseminated.

4, In providing the essential information, the traargmcy procedures should, at a minimum,
include:

() the publication of a notice at an early approprsaége, in such a manner as to enable
interested parties to become acquainted with &t the international standardizing
body proposes to develop a particular standard;

(b) the notification or other communication throughaéished mechanisms to members
of the international standardizing body, providedprief description of the scope of
the draft standard, including its objective andorale. Such communications shall
take place at an early appropriate stage, when@memis can still be introduced and
comments taken into account;

(© upon request, the prompt provision to members efititernational standardizing
body of the text of the draft standard;

(d) the provision of an adequate period of time foeiested parties in the territory of at
least all members of the international standardizoody to make comments in
writing and take these written comments into actaurnhe further consideration of
the standard;

(e) the prompt publication of a standard upon adoptiamn

() to publish periodically a work programme containinfprmation on the standards
currently being prepared and adopted.

1 GITBT/9, 13 November 2000, para. 20 and Annex 4.
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5. It is recognized that the publication and commuidca of notices, notifications, draft
standards, comments, adopted standards or workagmoges electronically, via the Internet, where
feasible, can provide a useful means of ensuriegtithely provision of information. At the same
time, it is also recognized that the requisite técdl means may not be available in some cases,
particularly with regard to developing countrieAccordingly, it is important that procedures are in
place to enable hard copies of such documents haglole available upon request.

2. Openness

6. Membership of an international standardizing bodgutd be open on a non-discriminatory
basis to relevant bodies of at least all WTO MembefThis would include openness without
discrimination with respect to the participationtla policy development level and at every stage of
standards development, such as the:

(a) proposal and acceptance of new work items;

(b) technical discussion on proposals;

(© submission of comments on drafts in order that taybe taken into account;
(d) reviewing existing standards;

(e) voting and adoption of standards; and

() dissemination of the adopted standards.

7. Any interested member of the international standarg body, including especially
developing country Members, with an interest in pec#fic standardization activity should be
provided with meaningful opportunities to partidipat all stages of standard development. It is
noted that with respect to standardizing bodiediwithe territory of a WTO Member that have
accepted the Code of Good Practice for the Praparahdoption and Application of Standards by
Standardizing Bodies (Annex 3 of the TBT Agreemgmdjticipation in a particular international
standardization activity takes place, wherever iptessthrough one delegation representing all
standardizing bodies in the territory that havepteld, or expected to adopt, standards for the stibje
matter to which the international standardizatiotivity relates. This is illustrative of the imgance

of participation in the international standardizj;r@cess accommodating all relevant interests.

3. Impartiality and Consensus

8. All relevant bodies of WTO Members should be preddvith meaningful opportunities to
contribute to the elaboration of an internationahdard so that the standard development procdiss wi
not give privilege to, or favour the interests af,particular supplier/s, country/ies or region/s.
Consensus procedures should be established tHatseake into account the views of all parties
concerned and to reconcile any conflicting argusient

9. Impartiality should be accorded throughout all #tandards development process with
respect to, among other things:

(a) access to participation in work;
(b) submission of comments on drafts;

(© consideration of views expressed and comments made;
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(d) decision-making through consensus;
(e) obtaining of information and documents;
() dissemination of the international standard;
(9) fees charged for documents;

(h) right to transpose the international standard antegional or national standard; and

)] revision of the international standard.
4. Effectiveness and Relevance
10. In order to serve the interests of the WTO membgrshfacilitating international trade and

preventing unnecessary trade barriers, interndtistamdards need to be relevant and to effectively
respond to regulatory and market needs, as welicamtific and technological developments in
various countries. They should not distort thébglanarket, have adverse effects on fair compatitio
or stifle innovation and technological developmeir. addition, they should not give preference to
the characteristics or requirements of specificntoes or regions when different needs or interests
exist in other countries or regions. Whenever iptssinternational standards should be performance
based rather than based on design or descriptaracteristics.

11. Accordingly, it is important that international stiardizing bodies:

(@) take account of relevant regulatory or market neadgeasible and appropriate, as
well as scientific and technological developmentthie elaboration of standards;

(b) put in place procedures aimed at identifying andeming standards that have
become obsolete, inappropriate or ineffective fmious reasons; and

(© put in place procedures aimed at improving comnatino with the World Trade
Organization.

5. Coherence

12. In order to avoid the development of conflictingeimational standards, it is important that
international standardizing bodies avoid duplicatiof, or overlap with, the work of other
international standardizing bodies. In this respecoperation and coordination with other relevant
international bodies is essential.

6. Development Dimension

13. Constraints on developing countries, in particular,effectively participate in standards
development, should be taken into consideratiothé standards development process. Tangible
ways of facilitating developing countries' partiijon in international standards development should
be sought. The impartiality and openness of atgrmational standardization process requires that
developing countries are not excluded de facto fitve process. With respect to improving
participation by developing countries, it may bempriate to use technical assistance, in line with
Article 11 of the TBT Agreement. Provisions fompeaity building and technical assistance within
international standardizing bodies are importarthis context.
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C. FORMAT AND GUIDELINES FOR NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES FORDRAFT TECHNICAL
REGULATIONS AND CONFORMITY ASSESSMENTPROCEDURES

ltem

Description

1. Member to Agreement notifying

Government, including the competent author
of the European Communities, which has acce
to the Agreement and which is making
notification; if applicable, name of loc
government involved Articles 3.2 and 7.2).

ties
eded

al

2. Agency responsible

Body eldorating a proposal for or promulgatin
technical regulation or procedures for assess
of conformity. The authority or agen
designated to handle comments regarding
specific notification shall be indicated if diffet
from above.

ment

the

3. Notified under?

Relevant provision of the Agreement:

Article 2.9.2: proposed technical regulation
central government body;

Article 2.10.1: technical regulation adopted
urgent problems by central government body;

Article 3.2: proposed technical regulation
technical regulation adopted for urgent probl
by local government (on the level directly bel
that of the central government);

Article 5.6.2: proposed procedures for assess
of conformity by central government body;

Article 5.7.1: conformity assessment procec

for

or

ment

ure

adopted for urgent problems by central

government body;

Article 7.2: proposed procedure for assessme
conformity or conformity assessment proced
adopted for urgent problems by local governn
(on the level directly below that of the cen

nt of
ure

ral

government);

2 Notifiers are requested to check the relevantdrdrdicate relevant information under "other".
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ltem

Description

Other Articles under which notification can ar
in cases of urgency set out in those Articles ar

Article 8.1: adopted procedures for assessme
conformity by non-governmental body,

Article 9.2: adopted procedures for assessme
conformity by international or region
organization.

4. Products covered

HS or CCCN (chapter or heading and num
where applicable. National tariff heading
different from HS or CCCN. ICS numbers n
be provided in additionwhere applicable.

clear description is important for an understan
of the notification by delegations and translat
Abbreviations should be avoided.

5. Title and number of pages

Title of the proposed or adopted techn
regulation or procedure for the assessmen
conformity that is notified. Number of pages
the notified document. The language(s) in wi

ise

(1%

nt of

nt of

al

per)

if

cal
t of
in
nich

notified documents are available. If a translation

of the document is planned, this should
indicated.
this too should be indicated.

6. Description of content

An abstract of the proposed or adopted tech
regulation or procedures for assessment
conformity clearly indicating its content. A cle

be

If a translated summary is available,

nical
of
ar

comprehensible description stating the main

features of the proposed or adopted tech
regulation or procedures for assessment
conformity is important for an understanding
the notification by delegations and translat
Abbreviations should be avoided.

nical
of
of

7. Objective and rationale, including the
nature of urgent problems where applicable

For instance: health, safety, national security
etc.
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ltem

Description

8. Relevant documents

(1) Publication where notice appears, incluc
date and reference number; (2) Proposal
basic document (with sgific reference numbg
or other identification) to which proposal refe
(3) Publication in which proposal will appe
when adopted; (4) Whenever practicable,

reference to relevant international standard.t
is necessary to charge for documents supg
this fact should be indicated.

and

2ar

lied,

9. Proposed dates of adoption and entry infofhe date when the technical regulation

force

procedures for assessment of conformity
expected to be adopted, and the date from w
the requirements in the technical regulation
procedures for assessment of conformity
proposed or decided to enter into force, ta

into consideration the provisions of Article 2.12.

or

hich
or
are

10. Final date for comments

The date by which Members may sub
comments in accordance with Articles 2.4

2.10.3, 3.1 (in relation to 2.9.4 and 2.10.3),4.6.

5.7.3 and 7.1 (in relation to 5.6.4 and 5.7.3)hef

.4,

2]

t

Agreement. A specific date should be indicated.

The Committee has recommended a normal
limit for comments on notificationsf 60 days
Any Member which is able to provide a time lir

time

beyond 60 days is encouraged to do so. Members

are encouraged to advise of any extension fc
final date for comments.

) the

11. Texts available fronm®

If available from national enquiry point, put
cross in the box provided. If available fr
another body, give its address, e-mail, telex
telefax number. If available in a web-site, pre
the web-site address. Such indications shoul
in any way discharge the relevant enquiry poiri
its responsibilities under the provisions
Article 10 of the Agreement.

a

and
id

d not
t of
of

% Notifiers are requested to check the relevantdrdrdicate relevant information under "other".
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WORLD TRADE

G/TBT/N/

ORGANIZATION

(00-0000)

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade

NOTIFICATION *

The following notification is being circulated is@rdance with Article 10.6.

1. Member to Agreement notifying:
If applicable, name of local government involvedt{éles 3.2 and 7.2):

2. Agency responsible:
Name and address (including telephone and fax nisnbkemail and web-site addressegq, if
available) of agency or authority designated todfeeomments regarding the notificatipn
shall be indicated if different from above:

3. Notified under Article 2.9.2[ 1,2.10.1[ ],&@2[ ],5.7.1[ ], other:

4, Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable,rafise national tariff heading.
ICS numbers may be provided in addition, whereiagple):

5. Title, number of pages and language(s) of theiedtilocument:

6. Description of content:

7. Objective and rationale, including the nature @feunt problems where applicable:

8. Relevant documents:

9. Proposed date of adoption:

Proposed date of entry into force:
10. Final date for comments:

1%

11. Texts available from: National enquiry point [] or address, telephone and fax humbgrs,
e-mail and web-site addresses, if available obther body:

* Where boxes appear under Items 3 and 11 of tieafpmotifiers are requested to check the relevant
box or indicate relevant information under "other".
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D. NOTIFICATION FORMAT UNDERARTICLE 10.7

AGREEMENT REACHED BY A MEMBER WITH ANOTHER COUNTRY OR COUNTRIES
ON ISSUES RELATED TO TECHNICAL REGULATIONS, STANDAR DS
OR CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES

Notification

Under Article 10.7 of the Agreement "Whenever anlder has reached an agreement with
any other country or countries on issues relatete¢hinical regulations, standards or conformity
assessment procedures which may have a signifdfat on trade, at least one Member party to the
agreement shall notify other Members through theré&ariat of the products to be covered by the
agreement and include a brief description of three@mgent." The following notification under Article
10.7 has been received.

1. Member notifying:

2. Title of the bilateral or plurilateral Agreement:

3. Parties to the Agreement:

4, Date of entry into force of the Agreement:

5. Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable tleerwise national tariff heading):

6. Subject matter covered by the Agreement (technicalregulations, standards ol

conformity assessment procedures):

7. Brief description of the Agreement:

8. Further information available from:
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E. UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATIONS (NOTIFICATION FORMAT)

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION

ORGANISATION M ONDIALE DU COMMERCE G/TBDT/N/MEMI;)E(E;/#/SuppI.#
ORGANIZACION MUNDIAL DEL COMERCIO xoocbecember
(07-0000)

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade
Comité des obstacles techniques au commerce
Comité de Obstaculos Técnicos al Comercio

AVAILABILITY OF TRANSLATIONS

Note by the Secretariat
Supplement

The Secretariat has been informed that an unalffitanslation into [language] of the
document referenced in this notification is avd#édior consultation at:

htp:/IWWW. ...,
or can be requested from:

TRADUCTIONS DISPONIBLES

Note du Secrétariat

Supplément

Le Secrétariat a été informé qu'une traduction oféinielle en [langue] du document auquel
renvoie la présente notification pouvait étre citésua I'adresse suivante:

REEP/WWW.
ou peut étre obtenue a l'adresse suivante:

ACCESO A TRADUCCIONES

Nota de la Secretaria

Suplemento

Se ha comunicado a la Secretaria que en la ddrecci

htp:/IWWW. ...,

se puede consultar una traduccion no oficial abifich] del documento a que se hace referencia en la
presente notificacion.

0 puede solicitarse a:




G/TBT/1/Rev.10
Page 55

BOOKLETS ONENQUIRY POINTS

All booklets issued by Members should contain tlenents and, as far as possible, follow
the layout set out below:

Objective, name, address, telephone number, fax nuwer, and e-mail and Internet
addresses, if available, of WTO TBT enquiry point(s

(a) Refer to the provisions of Articles 10.1, 10.2 d&@d3 of the Agreement on Technical
Barriers to Trade.

(b) Date established, and name of responsible officer.
Who can use the enquiry point(s)

(a) Refer to the provisions of Articles 2.9.3 and 2210.3.1 (in relation to 2.9.3 and
2.10.2); 5.6.3 and 5.7.2; 7.1, 8.1 and 9.2 (latien to 5.6.3 and 5.7.2); 10.1 and
10.3; paragraphs M and P of Annex 3 of the Agregme

Information available from enquiry point(s)
(a) Documentation

® Refer to the provisions of Articles 2.9.3 and 22103.1 (in relation to 2.9.3
and 2.10.2); 5.6.3 and 5.7.2; 7.1, 8.1 and %.24fiation to 5.6.3 and 5.7.2);
10.4, 10.8.1 and 10.8.2; paragraphs M and P okArmof the Agreement.
Documentation that can be obtained from the enquirpt(s): Procedures
for handling documentation on proposed or adoptedestic regulations and
standards and procedures for assessment of cobformi

(b) Notifications: content, format, comment period

® Refer to the provisions of Articles 2.9.2, 2.1812, 5.6.2,5.7.1, 7.2, 8.1, 9.2
and paragraphs C and J of Annex 3 of the Agreemaedtto the decisions of
the Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade reggrtbrmat and comment
period).

(i) Procedures for handling notifications issued byeptiMembers of the
Agreement, for issuing notifications from domesimirces, and for handling
comments on notifications received or issued.

(© Publication:
0] Refer to the provisions of Articles 2.9.1 and 2.81i(in relation to 2.9.1 and
2.11); 5.6.1 and 5.8; 7.1, 8.1 and 9.2 (in refato 5.6.1 and 5.8); 10.1.5;
and paragraphs J, L and O of Annex 3 of the Agre¢éme

(i) Procedures for ensuring compliance with these prons of the Agreement,
including any publications by the enquiry point(s).
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4.

Facilities offered (including charges, if any).

(@)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(€)

(f)
(9)

Data bank (content and form of documents, e.g.papgerofilm, computer, etc.).
Access to data (retrieval system: manual, tapdinen software used).
Languages used.

Translation, if any.

Brief description of the Agreement: objectivestedaf entry into force, date joined,
status in domestic law.

List of Members of the Agreement.

List of enquiry points of other Members.
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G. FORMAT FOR THEVOLUNTARY NOTIFICATION OF SPECIFIC TECHNICAL ASSISTANCENEEDS
AND RESPONSES

WORLD TRADE

[GITBT/TA#/[R/IMEM]
[Date of distribution]

ORGANIZATION

(XX-XXXX)

Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade Original

VOLUNTARY NOTIFICATION
OF SPECIFIC TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
NEEDS OR RESPONSES

1. Member notifying (including, if applicable, an indication of relevant bodies)

2. The technical assistance activity needed or primled may be relevant to the following
Article(s) of the TBT Agreement:

[ ...] Articles 2 and 3 on technical regulations

[ ...] Article 4 and Annex 3 on standards and the Codearfd Practice

[...] Articles 5, 7 and 8 on development of conformggessment procedures
[ ... ] Article 6 on recognition of conformity assessment

[ ...] Article 9 on international and regional systemsdonformity assessment
[

[

[

[

[

.. ] Articles 2, 5 and 10 on information exchange (ediifications, enquiry point)
.. ] Article 11 on technical assistance to other Members

.. ] Article 12 on special and differential treatmentefeloping country Members
... | Article 13 on the TBT Committee (participation irokk of TBT Committee)

B I 11 = PP

3. Brief description of objective and rationale othe technical assistance activity, including
if possible, an estimation of the resources neededon offer (e.g., financial or man-
hours)®:

® For needs: if there is difficulty in establishindpich Articles of the TBT Agreement are relevants
recommended that the "Needs assessment” and/orréAess raising” box be crossed under Point 4. tUnde
Point 2 it may then be sufficient to cross the '@ttbox and indicate "General".



G/TBT/1/Rev.10
Page 58

4. Nature and timing of technical assistance activitpeeded or on offer (key words):
Type of assistance
[...] Awareness raising
[...] Needs assessment
[...] Skills training
[...] Infrastructure development
I O 1 4T o RS

Policy area covered
[...] Technical regulations

[. Conformity assessment procedures

[...] Standardization

[ Information exchange

[ O Nl o ——————
Mode of delivery

[...] Workshop, seminar or other event

[...] Project-based activity

I 1 4 1= PSP

Dates
[ ...] Envisaged start date for activity: .......ccccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e
[...] EStimated duration: ...........ceooeeviiiieemiieiiiiiiiiieiee e eeeeeeeeeeeer e e e eereeeeeeeaeeeaan

5. Further information available from:
[...] National enquiry point.
[...] Other CONtAC POIML.........ccoviviiveeiereeeeceeeeee et
[...] OthEr rEfErENCRE.......c.oe e

® This description should explain how this activisyintended to enhance implementation of specific
provision(s) of the TBT Agreement listed in Point 2
" Name of a contact person with telephone and e-adaitess.

8 For example an Internet address, or the addreasbofly other than that of the Enquiry Point. For
response notifications, this space could be usednaie reference to previous relevant submissions or
statements made in the TBT Committee (or other hody
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PART 2:
RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE MEETINGS OF THE WTO COMM ITTEE ON
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE AND GUIDELINES FOR OBSE RVER STATUS FOR
GOVERNMENTS AND INTERNATIONAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORG  ANIZATIONS

Decision
(@) In 1995, the Committee adopted the following Rules Procedure, including

Guidelines for Observer Status for Governments gxnh, below) and International
Intergovernmental Organizations in the WTO (Annekéowy:

CHAPTER | - Meetings

Rule 1

The Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade (hefeer the Committee) shall meet as
necessary, but not less than once a year.

Rule 2

Meetings of the Committee shall be convened byDivector-General by a notice issued,
preferably three weeks, and in any event not leas ten calendar days, prior to the date set for th
meeting. In the event that the tenth day fallaameekend or a holiday, the notice shall be isswed
later than the preceding WTO working day. Meetimggy be convened with shorter notice for
matters of significant importance or urgency atrigmguest of a Member concurred in by the majority
of the Members.

CHAPTER Il - Agenda

Rule 3

A list of the items proposed for the agenda ofrtteting shall be communicated to Members
together with the convening notice for the meetitigshall be open to any Member to suggest items
for inclusion in the proposed agenda up to, andimdtuding, the day on which the notice of the
meeting is to be issued.

Rule 4

Requests for items to be placed on the agenda dbrthcoming meeting shall be
communicated to the Secretariat in writing, togetiveéh the accompanying documentation to be
issued in connection with that item. Documentafmmconsideration at a meeting shall be circulated
not later than the day on which the notice of theetimg is to be issued.

Rule 5

(Will not apply)

1 G/TBT/M/1, 28 June 1995, para. 13.



G/TBT/1/Rev.10
Page 60

Rule 6

The first item of business at each meeting shallthe consideration and approval of the
agenda. Representatives may suggest amendmehéspgooposed agenda, or additions to the agenda
under "Other Business". Representatives shalligeothe Chairperson or the Secretariat, and the
other Members directly concerned, whenever posséllgance notice of items intended to be raised
under "Other Business".

Rule 7

The Committee may amend the agenda or give pritwitcertain items at any time in the
course of the meeting.

CHAPTER Il - Representation

Rule 8

Each Member shall be represented by an accrediprdsentative.

Rule 9

Each representative may be accompanied by susimaies and advisers as the representative
may require.

CHAPTER IV - Observers

Rule 10

Representatives of States or separate custontsries may attend the meetings as observers
on the invitation of the Committee in accordancthwhe guidelines in Annex 1 to these Rules.

Rule 11
Representatives of international intergovernmeatgénizations may attend the meetings as
observers on the invitation of the Committee incadance with the guidelines in Annex 2 to these

Rules.

CHAPTER V - Officers

Rule 12

The Committee shall elect a Chairpefs@md may elect a Vice-Chairperson from among the
representatives of Members. The election sha# fakce at the first meeting of the year and shall
take effect at the end of the meeting. The Chepeand Vice-Chairperson shall hold office until
the end of the first meeting of the following year.

2 The Committee shall apply the relevant guidelicestained in the "Guidelines for Appointment of
Officers to WTO Bodies" (WT/L/31 dated 7 Februa8gb).
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Rule 13

If the Chairperson is absent from any meeting amt thereof, the Vice-Chairperson shall
perform the functions of the Chairperson. If nocé&/Chairperson was elected or if the
Vice-Chairperson is not present, the Committeel ghatt an interim Chairperson for that meeting or
that part of the meeting.

Rule 14

If the Chairperson can no longer perform the fiomst of the office, the Committee shall
designate the Vice-Chairperson referred to in R@er, if no Vice-Chairperson was elected it shall
elect an interim Chairperson to perform those fionst pending the election of a new Chairperson.

Rule 15
The Chairperson shall normally participate in {m®ceedings as such and not as the
representative of a Member. The Chairperson mawekier, at any time request permission to act in

either capacity.

CHAPTER VI - Conduct of Business

Rule 16

The Chairperson may consider postponing a meetirthe event that he or she feels that
doing so may result in a more representative le¥phrticipation by WTO Members.

Rule 17

In addition to exercising the powers conferreeéwlsere by these rules, the Chairperson shall
declare the opening and closing of each meetiraj| dlect the discussion, accord the right to &pea
submit questions for decision, announce decisianig,on points of order and, subject to these rules
have complete control of the proceedings. The iPheson may also call a speaker to order if the
remarks of the speaker are not relevant.

Rule 18

During the discussion of any matter, a represietaiay raise a point of order. In this case
the Chairperson shall immediately state the ruliffgthe ruling is challenged, the Chairperson khal
immediately submit it for decision and it shallrsfaunless overruled.

Rule 19

During the discussion of any matter, a represistanay move the adjournment of the
debate. Any such motion shall have priority. bididion to the proponent of the motion, one
representative may be allowed to speak in favouarmd two representatives against, the motionr afte
which the motion shall be submitted for decisiomiediately.

Rule 20

A representative may at any time move the closfitbe debate. In addition to the proponent
of the motion, not more than one representative begranted permission to speak in favour of the
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motion and not more than two representatives mayréeted permission to speak against the motion,
after which the motion shall be submitted for decismmediately.

Rule 21

During the course of the debate, the Chairpersay amnounce the list of speakers and, with
the consent of the meeting, declare the list clo§dte Chairperson may, however, accord the right o
reply to any representative if a speech deliverféer ahe list has been declared closed makes this
desirable.

Rule 22
The Chairperson, with the consent of the meetimayy limit the time allowed to each speaker.
Rule 23

Representatives shall endeavour, to the extemtahsituation permits, to keep their oral
statements brief. Representatives wishing to dgviieir position on a particular matter in fuller
detail may circulate a written statement for disition to Members, the summary of which, at the
representative's request, may be reflected ingberds of the Committee.

Rule 24

In order to expedite the conduct of businessGhairperson may invite representatives that
wish to express their support for a given proptsahow their hands, in order to be duly recoraed i
the records of the Committee as supporting statenethus, only representatives with dissenting
views or wishing to make explicit points or propissaould actually be invited to make a statement.
This procedure shall only be applied in order toidwndue repetition of points already made, and
will not preclude any representative who so widhes taking the floor.

Rule 25

Representatives should avoid unduly long debateleru"Other Business". Discussions on
substantive issues under "Other Business" shalivioaed, and the Committee shall limit itself to
taking note of the announcement by the sponsoreiggdtion, as well as any reactions to such an
announcement by other delegations directly concerne

Rule 26

While the Committee is not expected to take adtorespect of an item introduced as "Other
Business", nothing shall prevent the Committe&, $b decides, to take action in respect of anyisuc
item at a particular meeting, or in respect of dagn for which documentation was not circulated at
least ten calendar days in advance.

Rule 27
Representatives should make every effort to atlo@ repetition of a full debate at each

meeting on any issue that has already been fulbatéel in the past and on which there appears to
have been no change in Members' positions alreadgcord.
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Rule 28

Proposals and amendments to proposals shall ngrrbal introduced in writing and
circulated to all representatives not later thaalte hours before the commencement of the meeting
at which they are to be discussed.

Rule 29

If two or more proposals are moved relating to shene question, the meeting shall first
decide on the most far-reaching proposal and thah@ next most far-reaching proposal and so on.

Rule 30

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the dmamt shall be submitted for decision
first and, if it is adopted, the amended propokallghen be submitted for decision.

Rule 31

When two or more amendments are moved to a prhpbeaneeting shall decide first on the
amendment farthest removed in substance from thgnal proposal, then, if necessary, on the
amendment next farthest removed, and so on urtilhal amendments have been submitted for
decision.

Rule 32

Parts of a proposal may be decided on separdtalyepresentative requests that the proposal
be divided.

CHAPTER VII - Decision-Making

Rule 33

Where a decision cannot be arrived at by consettseisnatter at issue shall be referred to the
Council for Trade in Goods.

Rule 34
(Will not apply)

CHAPTER VIl - Languages

Rule 35

English, French and Spanish shall be the worlangliages.
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CHAPTER IX - Records

Rule 36

Records of the discussions of the Committee &ieaih the form of minutes.

CHAPTER X - Publicity of Meetings

Rule 37

The meetings of the Committee shall ordinarilyhledd in private. It may be decided that a
particular meeting or meetings should be held iolipu

Rule 38

After a private meeting has been held, the Chesgremay issue a communiqué to the Press.

CHAPTER XI - Revision

Rule 39

The Committee may decide at any time to revissdales or any part of them.

Annex 1

Guidelines for Observer Status for GovernmenteénWTO

The purpose of observer status in the General €loaind its subsidiary bodies is to allow a

government to better acquaint itself with the WTa ats activities, and to prepare and initiate
negotiations for accession to the WTO Agreement.

Observer governments shall have access to the Wil document series. They may also
request technical assistance from the Secretarieglation to the operation of the WTO system in
general, as well as to negotiations on accessitmetdVTO Agreement.

Representatives of governments accorded obsdeatessnay be invited to speak at meetings
of the bodies to which they are observers normafilgr Members of that body have spoken. The

right to speak does not include the right to makgppsals, unless a government is specifically @it
to do so, nor to participate in decision-making.

% The customary practice under the GATT 1947, whenelpresentatives may, upon their request,

verify those portions of the draft records contagntheir statements, prior to the issuance of secbrds, shall
be continued.
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Annex 2
Guidelines for Observer Status for International
Intergovernmental Organizations in the WTO
1. The purpose of observer status for internation@rgovernmental organizations (hereinafter

referred to as "organizations") in the WTO is talele these organizations to follow discussions
therein on matters of direct interest to them.

2. Requests for observer status shall accordinglydmsidered from organizations which have
competence and a direct interest in trade polictters or which, pursuant to paragraph V:1 of the
WTO Agreement, have responsibilities related te¢hof the WTO.

3. Requests for observer status shall be made imgria the WTO body in which such status is
sought, and shall indicate the nature of the wdrthe organization and the reasons for its inteirest
being accorded such status.

4. Requests for observer status shall be consideredaase-by-case basis by each WTO body
to which such a request is addressed, taking iotoumt such factors as the nature of work of the
organization concerned, the nature of its membpystiie number of WTO Members in the
organization, reciprocity with respect to accessptoceedings, documents and other aspects of
observership, and whether the organization has besaociated in the past with the work of the
CONTRACTING PARTIES to GATT 1947.

5. In addition to organizations that request, andgaaamted, observer status, other organizations
may attend meetings of the Ministerial Conferenhbe, General Council or subsidiary bodies on the
specific invitation of the Ministerial Conferencéie General Council or the subsidiary body
concerned, as the case may be. Invitations maykssextended, as appropriate and on a case-by-
case basis, to specific organizations to followtipalar issues within a body in an observer capacit

6. Organizations with which the WTO has entered intimranal arrangement for cooperation
and consultation shall be accorded observer siatisich bodies as may be determined by that
arrangement.

7. Organizations accorded observer status in a p&titMTO body shall not automatically be
accorded such status in other WTO bodies.

8. Representatives of organizations accorded obsstatrs may be invited to speak at meetings
of the bodies to which they are observers normaffgr Members of that body have spoken. The
right to speak does not include the right to cméel papers or to make proposals, unless an
organization is specifically invited to do so, momparticipate in decision-making.

9. Observer organizations shall receive copies ofntaen WTO documents series and of other
documents series relating to the work of the sudsidbodies which they attend as observers. They
may receive such additional documents as may bafigaeby the terms of any formal arrangements
for cooperation between them and the WTO.

10. If for any one-year period after the date of thangrof observer status, there has been no
attendance by the observer organization, suchsss#iail cease.

* These guidelines shall apply also to other orgaitins referred to by name in the WTO Agreement.



